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SouthWest Ohio DX Ossociation

The Prez says.....

DX is Back! If you have been on the bands then you

know that there is a lot of activity. Time to fill in band

slots and track down new ones. & Vi
I have a challenge for you. There have been 74\l

k""\\\\ A\ L\

Nl

i

them a call. Check up on them and invite them to the next meeting. Why?

many members who have not attended a meeting,
either in person or virtually, for quite a while. Think
about the friends who have not attended and give

AsTom, NR8Z, used to say, “If you miss a meeting, you miss a lot!”
The past several meetings we have had very good presentations. The No-
vember meeting will have an excellent presentation by one of our own,
K8UD. Don’t miss it!

You may have heard that we have had a major donation by K4QPL,
Jim, for a special raffle; a week at his QTH in the Turks & Caicos. We will
be passing along more details on this fantastic opportunity to win a fabu-
lous prize AND to help the club generate significant revenue to offset our
costs.

You heard me talk about a new partnership with Icom. N9JA, Ray,
and I have had ongoing communications and have identified several Win-
Win opportunities that you will start to hear about very soon. Several
club members have been working on these behind the scenes and we will
let you know the details soon. In fact, the first evidence is in this very
newsletter—check out the JACOTA article.

I recently have had a chance to talk to Icom, the NCDXF, IN-
DEXA, and the Twin Cities DX Club. What became obvious to me was
the prestige that our club is held in throughout the DXing World. The
DXDinner® and the DXPedition of the Year® really are the DX “place
to be” once a year and the recognition that all DXPedtions strive to re-
ceive. To keep this tradition alive, we need more members to step up
and give time, energy, input, and even money. (Raffle tickets etc.) How
about doing that for 20237
73, Bill AJSB
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SWODXA Club News
Upcoming Club Dates and Topics

Meeting Date

November 10th

December
January 12th, 2023

February 9th

March 9th

Topic

Cleaning & Repairing Traps by K§UD—
Steve Coy

Christmas Party!!!

"Golden Anniversary of NCDXF - What

have we done and where are we going?" by

WOG]J - Glenn Johnson

"QRP DXing and Contesting" by

NDOC—Randy Shirbroun

Rob Sherwood, NCOB

I have wondered from time to time why some QSL cards are re- (g

turned to me quickly, why some take a long time, and why some
never make it back. I received an email from 5J0DX regarding
the receipt of my QSL card for San Andreas Island. It seems
that his dog was hungry and my QSL card wetted his appetite.
The picture shows what is left of my card and envelope!

Here is a challenge from our friend, David, G3ZPF

Thought your members might be interested in a personal challenge I set myself
every year. Just before UK midnight I try to work someone to the east for whom it is
already the next year. Then, just after midnight I try and work someone to the west of

us for whom it is still last year.

First part is easy for me. Lots of EU on, but the second part relies on me finding
someone in USA/Canada/Caribbean who is in their shack on New Years eve, and that

gets tricky.

(Cont. on Next Page)

The Exchange—l 1/1/2022—SouthWest Ohio DX Association



PAGE 3 THE EXCHANGE

SWODXA Club News

WS8GEX Beverage Update

The farmer got all of the soybeans in our field picked the day before, so yes-
terday we took advantage of the great weather. You just never know in Ohio when
it might turn. So Janet, WSCAA, and I installed my 30 deg beverage at about 400
feet, and the 90 deg beverage at 600 ft.

My west beverage stays up all year as it’s in an area that is not farmed. I still
need to install one in my front yard looking toward the Caribbean and Bouvet.
When that’s up, I’ll have four.

My beverages are only 4 ft tall and the dear jump over or duck under them so
they are not a problem. I use a four t.3/8 rebar that a four ft piece of /2” PVC goes
over. Then I put a PVC tee that [ have a notch thru it on top to accept the wire. The
wire just doesn’t need to be very high so 4 ft is enough. These antennas work really
well.

Also this week I did my yearly maintenance on all my verticals by reconnect-
ing any radial wires that I broke mowing around the antennas. I also cleaned up the
ground on each one. So I should be good and hope they all work well this contest/
DX season.

Better to get this done before the weather turns bad.

(Cont. on Next Page)

The Exchange—11/1/202 2—SouthWest Ohio DX Association



THE EXCHANGE

SWODXA Club News
SWODXA at SEDCO

=

Bootcamp Master of Cere-

monies Kevin, W8K], kick- presentation, and Rob,

ing off the morning session WSMRL . is on his way to

let me know!

I have taken too long in my

WS8MRL and W8K] get-
ting the bugs out before

Jay, K4ZLE, leading a AB8YK enjoying the

session on Saturday. presentations, but disap-

pointed he did not win the we get started.

ticket to 2023

Hamvention!
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SWODXA Club News

l// .’r/’ - // &
iﬁl“'ﬁ?}a‘fﬁ"ﬂ‘ng‘ SageAs &

SWODXA was well represented as shown above (L to R) KCSRP, W2FQ, KI4KWR, W8CAA,
WSMRL, KCSCKW, KD6XH, WSGEX, WSK], ABSYK, A]$B, K4ZLE, WSEN, and WIIXX.

K4QPL, Jim, and AJ8B, Bill, having lunch
in Raleigh while finalizing the details of
the VP5M donation.
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Japanese Castles on the Air—JACOTA

I had a great call with Icoms Ray Novak NIJA. Somehow we started talking about our newsletter
and Ray suggested that I contact Greg, JOFSLK. Greg has a series of articles describing his activations of
Japanese Castles. I read the first several and knew that these would be great for our newsletter. Greq was
kind enough to allow me to reprint these. The first article describes the Planning and Preparation for a
JACOTA Castle visit. Over the next several newsletters, we can follow Gregs path.

Thanks to Ray for the connection and for Greq for his permission to reprint

Planning and Preparation for a JACOTA Castle Visit—Greg Cook, JO3SLK

In this article I will introduce you to l
the website I use to find castles to operate J(Ca PSt( C
from, the one I use to check the weather,
and the antenna systems I use.

Castles Map Structures » Samurai Residences v

Finding the Castles

Jcastle— I use a website called “Jcastle” to
find the castles that I want to operate from.
It is a super tool, and anyone wanting to op-
erate ham radio from a castle, or just want
to know about everything there is to know
about castles in Japan, should check out. All
the following screenshots are thanks to

Jeastle.info aims to be the most comprehensive guide to Japanese castles available in English. You

J CaSﬂe . httD S :/ / ] CaSﬂe . lnfO/ Vl eW/ Home . You can start by viewing profiles of the casties below. Login to record your castle visits or write pages of

your own

can search for details on the nearly 900 Jap-
anese castles on jcastle.

Jcastle
»a This is the main search page for Jcastle.
Browse data: Castles (cont. on Next Page)

Castles Choose a category:

CIck on 0ne of more lems beiow 10 NAITow your results

w Castle Type: Castes (871)
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JACOTA Intro (cont.)

The image on the left is a simple search I made. Search by
asties > Caste Type: Fiatand » & Designations: Nasonal HMston: Ste « & Mistorical Period: Pre Edo Sy

criteria: Castle type = Flatland, Designations = National

Historic Site, Historical Period = Pre Edo period

e T You can also search for castles in various prefectures. The

o site returns a map with the castle marked with the type of

castle structures that you can see at the site. Note the color

of the marks, and what they represent.

Y Onginal Main Keep ¢ Reconstructed Main Keep iy No main keep but other bulidings ¢ Ruins
Only

Map  Satellite

The image to the left shows a Hyogo Map with
Castle Types.

S Sonobe Castle

i R

Kanonji Ui
R KAGAWA 4
7 A
Niihama /S y - ~
dm s ’ o 4
WisH IR ; _*’dl:'ﬂku &-’na %

A

M et Torma of Use  Report & map aeror

o ]
o o o s 5%
>0dale] “jf« R L N a €2021 Google, SX telcom "3

The main page of Sonobe castle, the first castle I

operated from, is shown to the right.

(Cont. on Next Page) History

Sonobejd has the distinction of being the last ever castie built in Japan! it was built in 1868, the same year
as the Melji Restoration, and thus, the year the Edo Shogunate ended. in the Bakamatsu Period (end of the
Edo Period). the situation in Kydto become very dangerous, with Shinsengumi (Shogunal police corps)
engaging in street fights with anti-Shogunate revolutionaries. There were several skirmishes around the
Imperial palace in Kydto between Satsuma and Chashi, at that time rival clans fighting for the influence over
the Imperial Court. Chish( advocated for continuing the Shogunate albeft with more Influence from the
throne, whereas Satsuma wanted to overthrow the Bakufu compietely. re-installing the Emperor as sole
sovereign of Japan These forces, and the forces of the Shogunate, and vanous other revolutionanes, all
fought over the Imperial Capital, making it a very dangerous place to be. Sonobejd was built as a place of
refuge for the Emperor should he ever have to fiee Kydio. It was founded by the Kolde Clan who had served
as the Emperor's guards throughout the Edo Penod

The Exchange—l 1/1/2022—SouthWest Ohio DX Association
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JACOTA Intro (cont.)

Without Jcastle, I would not have known about Sonobe castle, which in not that far
from my home. And, I would not have had such a great time visiting and operating there
in the middle of the Autumn leaf color turning season. I will be using Jcastle in selecting
all the castles for the JACOTA project.

Checking the Weather—tenki.jp

E 160 170 18 19w 200 21w 22 B 24w 25w Knowing what the weather will be like when
A S || % " mmps you visit a castle can influence whether you will be

" able to successfully, and comfortably, operate there.
Tenki.jp is a great site to check the weather in any
,mgﬁ part of Japan. You can really zoom in and get a lot of

Q  detailed weather information, over several days.
""" There are too many features to show here, so check
out their website and the pages for your area.

https://www.tenki.jp

TEmRAIAR

ARE = EIFH TRHE]
f;’y_} 16/ 13 30% f‘u 14 /11 40% to 16/ 11 40% MW 17/12 10%

TOMDHEEH

Antenna Systems

There are lots of antennas that you can use for castle operation. Dipoles, verticals,
loops, mobile whips, and simple long wire antennas can be assembled and used to make
contacts. Whatever system you decide to use, learn to
assemble it, and tune it for optimal performance, be-
fore you take it to a castle to operate.

Icom AL-705 Loop Antenna
I will be using the AH-705 Loop antenna during
my scouting visits to castles. The LA-705 will enable
me to check for the best location to operate from, and
to check for RF noise at the castle. iy S

(Cont. on Next Page)

R
) ! e 4
{
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JACOTA Intro (cont.)

Buddipole© Antenna System

I mainly construct antennas for my actual
castle operation using the Buddipole© antenna
system.

This is my basic portable antenna system.

I use it to build horizontal and vertical dipole an-
tennas.

Choosing an Antenna Configuration

There are lots of optional accessories that you can
get to build various configurations. There are even compo-
nents for compact antennas that are great for limited spaces
at castles, or when somewhat of a “stealth” antenna is best
for popular castle operation. I really like to operate on 40
meters, so [ bought extra antenna arms and a longer whip
to make the antenna physically longer, but I use it in a ver-
tical configuration, so it doesn’t extend out like a horizon-

tal dipole.
' A great book by Scott Anderson, NE1ED, explains

-¢'. ;.

Tl about the Buddipole© system, and also has “Cookbooks”

on various antenna configurations, including required com-
BUDDIPOLE . . . .
TYRiTI ISl Ponents, construction diagrams and tuning notes. It is an
‘ invaluable tool in deciding what antenna parts to take to
your next castle location. I downloaded it from the
Buddipole© website.

1RD

Configuration for a 40 meter vertical antenna as described
in Scott’s book

(Cont. on Next Page)
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JACOTA Intro (cont.)

Antenna Analyzer

Every portable ham operator should have a good antenna analyzer and learn how
to use it...learn what the readings mean for the best antenna performance, in the operat-
ing configuration and environment. There are many good manufacturers, and the
NanoVNA is also becoming very popular.

Tuning the Antenna

When a loading coil is used, the electrical length of
the aluminum element is adjusted by placing clips at the
correct point on the coil. Cables from the feed point are
then connected to the clips through a banana plug.

Another critical part of the antenna is the elevated
wire radial. Once I assemble the components for the anten-
na, set the coils in the proper location in the coil, I attach
the wire radial to the VersaTee© unit and extend out to the
proper length. Then, using my analyzer, I fine tune the
length of the radial for the best readings on my analyzer.

The Castle Yagi Coil on a vertical antenna

With a few accessory components, I can make 2 and
even 3 element Yagi antennas between 10 and 2 meters. The
Yagi construction is also explained in the “Buddipole in the
Field” book.

2 element Yagi
antennas for 10, 6
DXers Have
m A Choice @ and 2 me-

atdibe «Mbe |ters...especially 6 /

The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be sent via and 2, are gOOd for
email to your home or office Monday through Friday, and castle operation. I
includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL infor- .
mation, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and much, can Setup 1n a corner =
much more. With a subscription to The Daily DX, you will | of the castle and then .= e
also receive DX news flashes and other interesting DX .

tidbits. Subscriptions are $49.00 for one year or $28.00 contact stations

for 6 mos. without a large antenna getting in the way of
The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX that can| other visitors.

be sent weekly to your home or office via email in the form c o1
of a PDF (portable document format). It includes DX A 3 element 2 meter Yagl dlagram and

news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL information, a DX list of needed components is shown at the
Calendar, propagation forecast and graphics. Subscrip- ioh
tions are $27.00 for one year. rlg t.

T ——

Get two weeks of The Daily DX or a sample of
The Weekly DX free by sending a request to
bernie@dailydx.com, or at http://www.dailydx.com/irial.htm.
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JACOTA Intro (cont.)

Getting My Gear to the Castle

When you are going to a castle that is relatively flat, but covers a large area or, .... if
the castle is in a location where you have to walk up a steep slope (not stairs), a cart can
be a handy tool to haul your equipment. You can also take a small table, small folding
chair, an umbrella, and a larger camera bag.

Since operating at a castle is a portable operation, try to refine your needs and con-
dense your antenna components down so they will fit in a small bag.
So, before you head out for your next castle operation, check with the Jcastle website, or
other website in your operating location. Check the weather not only at the castle, but be-
tween your home and the castle. Decide what antenna you are going to use, and the com-
ponents you will need. Then pack everything, including your antenna, analyzer, camera
and radios ..... and enjoy!

The Exchange—l 1/1/2022—SouthWest Ohio DX Association
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Interview with Juan, CE3GKU

I have had some great (50s with fuan and was
Pleased when he accepted my interview invitation. He
provided a great deal of information and I hope you
enjoy this interview.

AJ8B: How did you first get interested in am-
ateur radio?

CE3GKU: It was the 80s, working at the Tte
Vidal Aerodrome in Coyhaique, being a spe-
cialist in Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting
Safety (SSEI), seeing the geographic isolation that the inhabitants had in those times to
get some medicine (among other things), Having the possibility of working at the Aero-
drome, which made it easier for me to send the requirements, I thought it would be a
direct contribution to have a Radio Ama-
teur license and communicate, supported
by the local Radio club, and in this way
end the isolation of urgent needs. I took
the course, achieving my long-awaited li-
cense and beginning to be one of those in
charge of the emergency network in 80

COYHAIQUE Xi REGION DE AYSEN
JUAN DOMINGC MORALES CASTRO
Pob. Condelario Mansillo - Block A - Depto. 22

B CE7 GKU .

Es Op- -G 1 19, MuZ L3,
meters of the region that in those times we s ZA0B.. S ey an R
met in 3,680 km. (I attach my first QSL) o, g
Af 0408 T ¥ oyoots Dxs 4
seior  plupubente L"';au :
Solyrmce sa
A oy . B

' AJ8B: Do you have a favorite band or mode?
- CE3GKU: Right now I live in Santiago de Chile in a Condo-
~ minium of small buildings that do not allow the installation of
. antennas, in this situation is that I foray into digital modes,

- which allowed me to install a dipole for ten meters, and So
~ continue with the hobby, you will see according to the photo
the precarious installation of the antenna that allows me to do
FT8 in the 10 m band preferably and supported by an ATU
100 Plus antenna tuner, allowing in some opportunities to

venture into other bands.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Interview with CE3GKU (cont.)

AJ8B: What time of day and days do you like to operate?
CE3GKU: I work preferably at noon and in the afternoon, from Monday to Saturday
and Sunday when there is a contest or the hunting of important stations and expeditions.

AJ8B: Any secrets to your success?
CE3GKU: I think there is a secret, but success is based a lot on perseverance and always
being informed of radio activities, special events, DXpeditions and having the transceiv-
er turned on to call and answer. Being present in the bands and being attentive to the
propagation, gives great satisfaction. You have to be on and prepared because the propa-
gation sometimes opens for minutes where that window allows us to listen to distant sta-
tions and that after a short time they disappear.

Success is achieved by being constant, patient in addition to the exchange of
knowledge with our peers, which allows continuous improvement.

AJ8B: Any tips that you can share?
CE3GKU: Love the hobby, be respectful, project yourself to the goal to be met. The
most talented of all bases their success, above all, on effort and perseverance.

AJ8B: Describe what you are currently using:
CE3GKU: My station is made up of:

. Yaesu FT991

. Dipole antenna for 10 meters,

. ATU 100 Plus tuner.

. Kenwood MC60 microphone adapted to Yaesu.
. WOUXUN SPS30 III power supply

AJ8B: What advice do you have for those of us trying to break pileups to work DX?
CE3GKU: Interesting question, for this I use patience and perseverance, for which I ver-
ify the following steps: 1.- I find out in the cluster what station it is and if I need it or
not. 2.- If I am interested, I will go to a second stage verifying your data in QRZ.com to
know your name and where you are transmitting from, that way I do not interfere by
asking unnecessary questions that hinder the operation of the DX station. 3.- Once in-
formed of that, I check if I have conditions in that area of the world with an application
that determines if the conditions are met. 4.- verified all this I verify I make sure if it is
in Split mode. If it is, I place myself where the DX station indicates what to listen to. 5.-
Located on the frequency, I wait for a favorable window of time to tell you my complete
callsign and the signals, nothing more. If you don't answer me, I patiently wait for an-
other window of empty time, sometimes a few seconds, to take advantage of it again
without interfering with others so that they can listen to me.

""Success has many fathers, but failure is an orphan”””

John Kennedy.
(Cont. on Next Page)
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Interview with CE3GKU (cont.)

AJ8B: What is your favorite contest?
CE3GKU: The truth is, I don't have any favorite contests, but whoever I find interesting
I'll follow until the end.

AJ8B: Any QSLing hints?
CE3GKU: For me, the ideal QSL should have all the QSO data on a colorful and clean
image, which clearly represents the activity, my country or my station.

AJ8B: What coaching/advice would you give new amateurs?

CE3GKU: I would tell young people to take advantage of all the technological tools at
their disposal like QRZ. Cluster, YouTube, but mainly that they belong to a Radioclub to
learn from the experience of older adults who can give them wisdom and technical
knowledge

AJ8B: If I were to stop by for a visit, what local place would you want us to visit?
CE3GKU: From my prism. I would like Regions XI and XII to visit the southern zone of
my country,

AJ8B: What local food would you
want me to try?

CE3GKU: Purely Chilean products
and meals, a crazy appetizer, a conger
eel in butter and mote dessert with
huesillos, accompanied by an ice
cream white wine.

AJ8B: Thanks for taking the time to
answer my questions. Is there any-
thing you would like to share with
us?

CE3GKU: Thank you for considering
me, [ invite you to see my QRZ, I al-
so want to take advantage of paying

tribute to my DX teacher, Hector
CE3fzl.

a big hug, 73 cordial

Juan Domingo Morales Castro—
CE3GKU

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Interview with CE3GKU (cont.)

7% JUAN DOMINGO MORALES CASTRO
A ANTIAGO—CHILE ____
hh-—;_zﬂ—-—:,...:t_f“ ‘T""~ - - 3

CE3GKUGGMAIL.COM CQ 12—|TV 14—FF46QM
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The CQ DX Marathon—A Different Kind of Competition

This article from Bob, W9KNI, first appeared in the NCJ from Nov/
Dec 2012. I have updated it for 2022. Bob wrote an excellent book entitled
“A Year of DX”. This best seller was published in 2010 and I have found
copies of it at Hamfests and on eBay. I read it every other year, or any time
my enthusiasm starts to wane. Hope you enjoy this and hope you participate
in the 2023 Marathon! If you do, PRy 7 0
send me your monthly Marathon . L Y
numbers and we can have a run- Ry
ning leaderboard.

% % : v
e . e v
¥ B % o) L AV

o ~ % !
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Imagine a DX competition that
does not require a North Atlantic rim lo-
cation to win the world. A contest that is
365 days long instead of 2 days. A con-
test that does not require a superstation
to compete seriously. A competition
where the QSO rate is less than one per day instead of 200+ per hour. That contest is
the CQ DX Marathon (www.dxmarathon.com ).

Many, if not most, serious DX contesters started competitive operating by chas-
ing DX. Over a few years, as their skills improved, they worked most or all the availa-
ble DXCC entities. At the same time, they strived to collect the QSL cards and confir-
mations for DXCC and climb to the Honor Roll.

Eventually, with most entities in the log and on the wall, the new worlds left to
conquer became fewer and fewer. For many, DX contests renewed the thrill and adrena-
lin rush that DXing once offered. Thou-
sands of amateurs dedicate much of their
discretionary time toward preparing for
8l and then enjoying the thrill -and exhaus-
=9 tion ---that comes from a few 48-hour all
-out contest weekends.

But 48-hour contests fail to offer
Ml some of the satisfactions of DXing. The
competition-minded operator needs to
have a reason to turn on the rig mid-
week. The joy of tuning an open band
outside of a contest can be addictive for
some.

(Cont. on Next Page)

igure 1- W1JR - 2011 CW Champion
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The CQ DX Marathon (cont.)

Night watches just before bed, dawn patrols on a frosty morning with that first cup of coffee,
the anticipation of a major DXpedition, and stalking the elusive rare ones that would never
appear in a 48-hour contest are some of the joys one might miss. These are some of the re-
wards that entering the CQ DX Marathon offers; it's a chance to return to your ham radio
roots.

A Yearlong Event

So, just what is the CQ DX Marathon? It is a yearlong contest that starts January 1 at
0000 UTC and ends December 31 at 2359 UTC. During that period the goal is to work as
many entities and CQ zones as possible. Participants may use any band and any mode. Band
countries and band zones do not count extra; you can work for credit an entity or zone only
once, regardless of band or mode. The final score is the total of entities and CQ zones
worked; there are no multipliers. A good score would be about 330 the sum of 290 countries
and 40 CQ zones worked. Note that the CQ Country list governs, as it does in the CQ World-
wide contests, not the DXCC list. This means that all DXCC entities count as well as such
CQ countries as Sicily, European Turkey, the Shetland Islands, and the African Italy islands.

The Marathon has several flavors. The Unlimited class allows full legal power and no
restriction on antennas. The Formula class allows either an output power level of 100 W and
simple antennas, or a maximum output of 10W but allowing the use of Yagis on a single tow
er of 20 meters maximum height. Also, there are single-band and single-mode categories,
and the use of spotting nets and other Internet-based resources is allowed.

History

The DX Marathon began following World War II. It proved to be very popular but
had to be suspended due to manpower limitations in favor of the CQ WW DX contests. In
those days there was no volunteer management
of contests, which were administered by CQ
Magazine staff.

In 2006 the DX Marathon was revived,
and since that time, the DX Marathon world win-
ner has been twice in Ohio, once in Slovakia,
twice in Oregon and once in Italy. The number of
entries has been growing by about 20 percent a
year. The rising enthusiasm level of the DX Mar-
athon is worldwide.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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The CQ DX Marathon (cont.)

Many DX Clubs have embraced the DX
Marathon as the perfect opportunity for in-
tramural competitions or as the basis for
challenges to other DX Clubs. In some
countries, particularly Brazil, the internal
competition is fierce.

World winners of the contest in both
divisions receive handsome plaques, and
more recently plaques have been awarded
for band winners on 80 through 10 meters,
as well as for unlimited continental and for
mode winners.

THE EXCHANGE

Personal Challenge

Many DXers use the DX Marathon as a personal challenge, paying little or no at-
tention to other contestants and instead simply trying to better their score from a prior
year. If you get the idea that progress and success in the DX Marathon is pretty much like
chasing DXCC all over again, you are right. No QSLs are required, and the contest is fin-
ished at year's end and starts all over again.

So, what do you do to enter? First, of course, to read the rules, available online at
www.dxmarathon.com . Then, download the spreadsheet entry form. You can use this to
enter contacts directly as you make them, or you can use the output from DX Marathon-
compatible logging programs. It's a good idea to visit the Web site from time to time
throughout the year to take advantage of the useful news and information posted there. I
use DXLab for all of my logging and it will generate the submission automatically.

Managing the Madhouse

At 0000 January 1, the fun begins, and you can start working as many countries and
zones as you can. New Year's Day tends to be a madhouse - a fun madhouse -especially if
conditions are decent. Working well more than 50 countries and 30 CQ zones the first day
1s quite possible. Everyone on the bands is full of good cheer and bonhomie.

In the early days of the New Year, triage can be important. Spotting nets will call
out many of the countries you need and for which you have propagation; the question is,
which DX do you go for first? A few rules of thumb may help. Generally, the first criteri-
on is whether a DX station is a DXpedition that may only be on for a limited time. Here, |
am reminded of the adage, "Life is uncertain. Eat dessert first!" The same goes for DXpe-
ditions. Work them first.

After you have logged the current DXpeditions, the next layer would be rare DX
stations. Let's say the band is open deep into Asia and the Indian Ocean.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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The CQ DX Marathon (cont.)

You hear AP2NK and 388CF. Which do you after first? Well, if you have spent much
time operating over the past year or so, you know that 388CF is virtually a beacon on
the bands, whereas AP2NK is only an occasional visitor. Go for the AP! In any case,
especially in January and February, concentrate on working the rare ones. If you are in
the US, you will easily be able to pick up a lot of commonplace countries during the
ARRL International DX Contest phone and CW weekends.

As the weeks and months go by, such conflicts become rarer and rarer. Once you
have worked about 100 countries, it is time to start a serious "need list," and you should
be well acquainted with its contents. Also, your spotting software’s DX alarm list should
be carefully crafted. Some operators rely exclusively on their logging programs for this,
but that's a good way to end up as an also-ran. Just like the English language, with its
many spelling, pronunciation and usage rules,
the list of exceptions is long enough to cause
complete despair for anyone trying to learn
English. So, it is with DX alarm lists. Special
prefixes, not to mention multiple prefixes, are
more and more the norm, and a simple need list
for alarms may let a lot of the DX you need slip
past unheralded.

You should be studying the DX bulletins
carefully, to be aware of and watching for
DXpeditions from needed countries. Make a
special note to enter unusual DXpedition call
signs to your alarm list. You also should spend
as much time as you have available tuning the
bands. Not all rare DX gets spotted, and once it
is and if it is truly rare - you are going to have
to fight the pileup to put it into the log. Itisa .
lot more fun to be the station that finds the rare
DX calling "CQ,” and then posting the spot af-
ter you've made your contact- assuming the DX station is agreeable to an instant pileup.

As the year progresses, your totals climb ever more slowly, as fewer and fewer
new ones are left to work. You have already picked all the low-hanging fruit. The CO
WW contests in October and November typically are an opportunity to add a few new
ones and offer a flurry of excitement. But don't relax your efforts just yet. You need to
stay active right up to the end. In several years past, the contact that put the eventual
winner over the top was worked the last week of the year.

The winning strategy for the DX Marathon is simple: Work as many countries and
zones as quickly as you can, and make sure you get everything right. Don't worry about
the competition. Worrying is a time waster unless it spurs you to even greater efforts.

VK4CC the 2011 Oceania Champ

(Cont. on Next Page)
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The CQ DX Marathon (cont.)

Skill Set

The skills required for success in the DX Marathon are not entirely the same as
you would need for success in a 48 hour contest. For one thing, unless you are doing a
single-mode entry, you need to be reasonably proficient in all modes, and that certainly
includes competence in dealing with pileups. You need to gather all the DX intelligence
you can about rare DX stations, using the Internet, DX bulletins, and information
gleaned from listening.

The 48-hour contests rarely involve split-frequency pileups, while many of the
stations that count in the DX Marathon are worked because of split operation. Or CW,
not all DX stations use high speed. Some DX even may be found using hand keys or
bugs. More and more countries are represented on digital modes. FT-8 and/or FT-4 of-
fers up stations that simply are not available in typical contests. Many DX stations do
not want brief, high-speed contacts, preferring a slower pace, and, indeed, often a bit of
a rag chew. A lot of rare DX stations try to hide on the bands, only becoming active
when openings are limited and then operating in parts of the bands away from main-
stream DX activity. Simply waiting for the DX alarm to go off will not yield anything
like a winning score in the Marathon. You need to do a lot of tuning and hunting on
your own.

Higher is Better

A major contest station with stacked arrays for most bands would be ideal for the
DX Marathon as well, if the station includes competitive antennas for 30, 17 and 12
meters. As in DXCC, contacts made on those bands count toward your DX Marathon
total. For us lesser mortals with simpler antenna farms, a DX Marathon station would
generally have higher antennas than the typical contest station. Although higher anten-
nas will not deliver the same rates as antennas optimized for DX runs, they will deliver
openings that lower antennas will not. This allows the operator to log additional coun-
tries from brief openings. To take
advantage of high antennas, how-
ever, the operator needs to have a
working knowledge of openings,
especially regarding secondary
paths that no one else is exploit-
ing. High antennas tend to open
and close a band, and this i1s al-
ways a potential benefit for the
DX Marathon contestant.

DX Engineering—Find the Latest Gear Right Here! ENGINEERING
(Cont. on Next Page)
Looking for the hottest radio or station enhancement?

We’re constantly adding exciting innovations, including products
designed by DX Engineering’s own team of active operators.
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The CQ DX Marathon (cont.)

This brings us to another difference. In a 48-hour contest, the operator very much
wants to be the first contact in the log once he or she hears a desired station. The dedicat-
ed DX Marathon operator too would always love to be the first in the log but is at least
satisfied to be the last in the log for a new "counter." In the DX Marathon, being first in
the log of a new one is not so important; being in the log is.

Preparedness

DX Marathon operators will almost surely benefit from having a second receiver
in the transceiver. A good spectrum scope offers another benefit. Of course, it is im-
portant that each operator be intimately familiar with the operation and features of their
gear. Seems obvious, right?

Why are these tools so useful? Several countries in the Marathon will first come to
your attention thanks to DX alarms from the spotting net. Once the alarm sounds, you
essentially have 3 minutes to log a contact before the cavalry arrives that being all the
DXers. An Indy race car team can change four tires, fuel a car, adjust the chassis trim
and have it on its way in 9 seconds. An NFL quarterback can march his team down the
field for a winning score in well under a minute's playing time. In some big city neigh-
borhoods trained "professionals" can have the engine and transmission out of your new
Corvette in 90 seconds flat. And that's while you are parked on the street.

The proficient DX Marathon operator should be able to have the appropriate an-
tenna closing in on the correct bearing, change bands, tune up the linear (please, on a va-
cant frequency, not on top of the DX) and be ready to call in less than 30 seconds from
entering the shack. If you can't, you need to figure out why not and do something about
it. Don't be satisfied until you can.

At the end of a year's campaign, you’ll be amazed at how many DX stations you
logged within 3 minutes of the first alarm, and I personally guarantee you will be grin-
ning in satisfaction as the pileup gets exponentially larger by the minute when you are
already in the
log. With
practice you
will geteven B8
better at the 3- "~
minute DX
alarm drill,
more quickly
getting on fre-
quency and
nailing the
contact.

KL7HRN__ o ==

Your Photos or Your Design

(Cont. on Next
Page)
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The CQ DX Marathon (cont.)

At the end of an operating session, consider what station you will most likely get
n alarm for next perhaps, for example, a T30 from the Central Pacific at 2 AM on a sum-
mer night. Position your station for that possibility, leaving the antenna pointing at T30
and the amplifier tuned up on the band where you anticipate the DX will show up. Even a
few seconds saved after the alarm calls can make a huge difference.

To be sure, conventional 48-hour DX contests offer a great opportunity to work a
lot of new ones in a hurry. Nothing in the DX Marathon rules stops you from all-out ef-
forts in such contests, and, of course, contacts gleaned from these efforts count toward
your DX Marathon score as well.

As they do in other contests, many DX Marathon entrants will have errors in their
entries that reduce their scores. Several errors are common in the DX Marathon. Many
contestants lose one or more CQ zones as a result. Two problem areas stand out: Zones
17, 18 and 19, especially since Siberian call sign blocks have changed, and zones 3, 4
and 5, the US/Canadian zones. In both cases, it is not enough to trust a logging program
to get it right - or even for the call sign to be proof of location. US call signs are no guar-
antee of a station's location either, although Canadian call signs are. You should always
take time to confirm the location of a US station you are claiming for a particular zone.
For example, CQ zone 2 is a problem for many entrants. All V02s (Labrador) are in zone
2, and a few VE2s are in zone 2, but most VE2s are in zone 5. Some VYO0s are in Zone 2
as well, while others are not.

Before you submit your log, always check zones carefully. The contest adjudicator
will do it for you, of course, but once you submit your log, you can't change an erroneous
entry -even though you might have good contacts in your log to replace the erroneous
ones. Another problem in submitting an accurate log comes from making the presump-
tion that the call sign of a station spotted on the net is correct. Far too often that simply is
not the case. You should never count on the spot for identification; always verify the call
sign yourself. A special problem is EZ, Turkmenistan. Many operators mistakenly copy
the E7 prefix (Bosnia) as "EZ." At this writing, there are no legitimate stations in Turk-
menistan, yet each year many stations claim a contact.

Trust, but Verify

You should always check contacts claimed for the Marathon. Was the E51 you
worked in the South Cook Islands or in the North Cooks? There are always a few perfect-
ly legitimate call signs that do not correspond with typical practice. XWPA is a good ex-
ample. It was a legitimate and properly licensed station in Laos that was active last year,
but many logging programs will reject that call sign.

So, verify everything possible. Make sure you have correctly entered the call sign.
Make sure the DX station got your call sign correct and that the DX station is where you
think it is. Many DXpeditions offer online logging, giving you the chance to confirm
that you are in the log and giving the DX Marathon judges a chance to check the validity

of a claimed contact in such cases.
(Cont. on Next Page)
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The CQ DX Marathon (cont.)

Few things are more disheartening than to find a DX Marathon contact was disal-
lowed, costing a country and perhaps a zone as well, when you had a dozen other con-
tacts in the log that would have been valid. The DX Marathon home page
( www.dxmarathon.com ) offers guidance in dealing with these issues, and contestants
should regularly check the page for recent information.

Commitment

An all-out effort in the DX Marathon requires a major commitment on the opera-
tor's part and, indeed, the family's as well. It helps a lot if you're retired or work at home,
but some winners have succeeded while burdened with more conventional schedules. If
you have a job that requires long hours away from the shack, you might consider a sin-
gle band effort, on a band where the propagation profile matches your time at home as
much as possible.

For many operators, a year in the DX Marathon proves to be one of the most re-
warding experiences in our wonderful hobby. As in any other contest, winning is very
demanding, yet very rewarding, and, if you love operating, you can't lose!

Anyone who competes is guaranteed to win, even without posting the top score.
At the very least you will enjoy hours and hours of excitement and thrills of DXing at its
best. Being on the rig on a regular basis will certainly sharpen and maintain your operat-
ing skills for 48-hour contests as well and keep your station operating at peak efficiency.

January 1 is just ahead. Visit to the CQ DX Marathon home page, study the rules,
download the entry sheet, and have a ball!

International ]| Making DX Happen

Assoiation Since 1983
Support DXpeditions
WWW.INDEXA.ORG

J oi“ A 501(c)(3) non-profit uni:atloll
INDEXA  qoday

Bl @
% INDEXA ,@indexa_dx _
9

International DX Association

2309 Lincoln Ave, Saint Albans, WV 25177, USA INDEX_&
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TOP STORIES

Phone mast left looking like

giant toilet brush after plans to
hide it backfire

From our Friend, David, G3ZPF : I know that despite typically having more space in your
yards than we do on our tiny island, you have HOAs to deal with.

In the UK the closest we come to that is local council planning regulations, which
get unbelievably strict in "areas of outstanding natural beauty".

If you move into an area designated AONB then kiss goodbye to any aerial
higher than 2m....yes 2m.

BUT, as you'll see from the attachment, one local council approved a 5g telephone
mast "provided it is camouflaged to look like the surrounding trees".

Clearly they didn't bother checking what the comms company had in mind.

But if that's what it takes to get a 25metre mast in an AONB then maybe your HOA -
inflicted members could use this idea :-)

The locals call it 'god's bog brush' (bog being UK slang for toilet)

regards
David G3ZPF
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Why Contest?

During the Bootcamp session at SEDCO this fall, a ham asked me “Why do
you contest?” We had a discussion about it but it reminded me of an article that I
had previously read. Below is an article by K4RO, Kirk Pickering. It originally ap-
peared in the Nov/Dec 2007 issue of NCJ.

Why Contest?

Perhaps a good place to begin is to ask the question, "Why get involved with con-
testing at all?" People enter the sport of radio contesting from many different places but
usually for the same reason -- it's a lot of fun. While this may seem like stating the ob-
vious, it's an important point to keep in mind. There are many different ways to have
fun contesting, and not everyone's idea of fun is the same. Some of us get a kick out of
the simple act of "Can you hear me now?" In contests, we get to repeat that feeling over
and over, and it's a non-stop thrill.

What Drives Us?

For some operators, staying up all night to the point of utter exhaustion, scraping
QSOs out of the noise level, 1s fun. For others, it's running high rates for hours on end.
Some operators find their joy in serious competition, and some find their satisfaction in
winning. Other operators enjoy mixing radio contesting with travel. Some find their joy
in building the ultimate station. Some enjoy building teams and competing in the multi-
operator categories. The point is to find out what rings your bell, and then go after it.
Some contesters seem to like a challenge. There are plenty of challenges to be faced in
contesting. There are aspects of contesting which may not be considered "fun" by some
standards. Fierce QRM, exhaustion, frequency fights, poor conditions, and geographic
disadvantages can test a contester's spirit. Contesters manage to find joy in the operat-
ing, even under adverse conditions. Some are driven by determination, others by com-
petition.

Contesting has a special appeal, regardless of the circumstances. There is some-
thing that keeps us coming back. Successfully dealing with the challenges of contest op-
erating can result in great personal satisfaction.

Room to Expand

One aspect of contesting that many find appealing is that there is always room for
growth. I've heard from folks who have been contesting for over 40 years, and they still
learn something new during every contest. There are many challenges and opportunities
for learning. Whether it is operating technique, antenna design, propagation knowledge,
or station construction, your imagination is the only limit to how far you can take it.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Why Contest (cont.)

ARRL INTERNATIONAL

DX CONTEST

Learn by Operating
The real way to learn the "secrets" of contesting is
to operate in contests. Again, this may seem like stating
the obvious, but this is how contesting skills are learned.
Like learning to play a musical instrument, there are no
shortcuts. Proficiency requires practice, period. It is
through time in the operating chair making contacts that
we learn the techniques and subtleties of contest operat-
ing. Simply put, the more time that you spend operating
contests, the better you will become at it. There is simply : 2014

Canada Wiaaer

no substitute for time spent in the operating chair. s Gyt

Spoaser Coatost (lad Ostarts

It's you against the clock

There is one thing that all contests have in com-
mon: They have a finite operating period. There is a start
time and an end time, and your goal is to use that time as efficiently as possible. Using
your time wisely 1s one of the most effective ways to improve your contest scores. Effi-
ciency is the name of the game. The best operators can use every minute wisely, and
they are always concentrating on making the next QSO. One obvious tactic is to use as
much of the available operating time as possible. If a contest allows ten hours of oper-
ating time, operate for ten hours. If a contest allows for 48 hours, operate as much of
that time as you can.

Identifying Call Signs

Another feature which all contests share is the need to identify signals quickly
and accurately. Determining a station's call sign is perhaps the single most important
skill for a contest operator to develop. The goal is to be able to determine a signal's
complete call sign the moment that the call sign is sent. Whether in search-and-pounce
(S&P) mode or running stations, the better you can become at identifying call signs,
the quicker you can complete a QSO and proceed to the next one. The best contest op-
erators can identify a station with one call, regardless of signal strength. Some opera-
tors can even identify a station when one of the characters is wiped out, based on acute
timing skills, their knowledge of active call signs, and propagation conditions.

A Final Comment from VE3GFN

For me, the big question before any contest is, "With whom will you compete?"
There are many different operating categories for almost every contest. Choose the one
that suits you best. Keep accurate records of past contests, together with your radios,
antennas, and power levels, and plan to compete against yourself. In 2014, I won the
plaque for single operator, low power for Canada in the ARRL International DX Con-
test, although my goal that year was only to top last year's score.

Mike Goldstein, VE3GFN
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Interview with A61ZX (KG5UFYV)

Ibrahim immediately answered my
email requesting an interview. He sent the
below narrative that I know you will enjoy.
Great signal from a great operator.

I was born in 1970 in Sharjah city,
United Arab Emirates.

At an early age | found fulfillment in
reading and looking at a map of the world
and thinking of the world and listening to AM radio stations from faraway places which
became a passion.

I became a ham radio operator through my love of electronics and the passion I
had for learning languages and listening to voices on air and my curiosity to know what
was happening in far places and lands and what far places look like. These interests
made me get involved and hooked since the age of 13.

I bought my first handheld CB (citizen band) which was meant to be used for a
very short distance to communicate with friends during our bike drives. Not very long |
started to hook the handheld to a homemade vertical antenna which surprised me by re-
ceiving more local operators and better TX/RX. In a few months time, I was able to get
my first home base CB transceiver and [ was able to contact nearby countries like KSA,
Qatar, and Kuwait. In 1988 I traveled to the US to study electronics for some time and
one my projects at the school was the building of an FM receiver which was an interest-
ing experience. | met some operators in the state of Texas and Alabama but I can’t re-
call their calls. In 1991, I was back home with some Ham Radio gadgets in hand but,
due to lack of time and more travel to US, I was not on the air much. The reason I
bought CB radios was because this was what all that was used here and I was limited to
know CB operators in those days, I didn't have an idea of who was using HF bands
those days, so I kept my world around CB radios.

In 1995 T bought Ranger RCI-2970 from US which had CB and two of HF
bands, 10 and 12 meters. I got my beam antenna. The funny thing is, I don't ask people
how things works, I find out myself through reading and experimenting. I started guid-
ing myself, so I decided to go on HF and WOW.

Naturally, when I turned the radio on HF, I started to listen to very far places and
I looked up those places on a map and started to list call signs, frequencies and cities. It
was fascinating listening to people talking about "rigs" and "QTHSs" and giving reports
of signals and weather conditions. First contact was with Brazilian station. I did not
have an official call sign, I was SWL and managed to do my first QSO with that Brazil-
ian station on 10 meter and the first QSL card received was from the same station.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Interview with A61ZX (cont.)

Again | was on the move travelling again. I finally decided to settle down in
2001. I joined a telecommunication company in A6 land as a field technician and
started to gain knowledge and more understanding about what was going on in the air
regarding signals through wires and antennas and how to use the technology to oper-
ate radios and install antennas. In 2008, the Emirates Amateur Radio Society was es-
tablished. I applied for my license to begin with VHF which was very simple and
within one month, I was able to get my HF license.

Nowadays I spend a sufficient time on air trying to hunt far places and log many
contacts across the world and meeting new long-distance radio friends. I have also
become fascinated by radio contesting and enjoy participating in many local activi-
ties.

I have been in many contests and the results were been very good! I have been
rated as one of the top contester from the UAE on http://wrtc-rank.com/ site and have
been awarded with 1st place in United Arab Emirates in many contests.

I was selected by Qatar Contest team A73A to participate in CQWW 2011 con-
test with other elite contesters which was a great event and unforgettable memory.

CQ WPX SSB IS MY FAVORITE CONTEST

I was able to get my WAS and WAZ along with many bands DXCC in a short
time. I enjoy SSB mode the most, however I do go on air with digital mode from time to
time. I also enjoy guiding new comers and successfully was able to train many new
comers to go on air and enjoy the gathering of operators.

Many Ham Radio operators’ local and international operators were welcomed to
visit and operate from my humble sta-

tion. . . m DXers Have Weekiy
Nowadays we use mobile radios A Choice DX

in our cars while going off road in to ardibe.

the large desert. Because of the rad1qs The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be sent via
we are on onc frequency and no one 18 email to your home or office Monday through Friday, and

lost and its fun exchanging talks for includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL infor-
f t for th batt hich mation, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and much,
ree exeep .Or ¢ car baltery whic much more. With a subscription to The Daily DX, you will

Ww¢e can say it’s the best way of com- also receive DX news flashes and other interesting DX

. . . for 6 mos.
munications signals.
The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX that can
be sent weekly to your home or office via email in the form
of a PDF (portable document format). It includes DX
news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL information, a DX
Calendar, propagation forecast and graphics. Subscrip-
tions are $27.00 for one year.

(Cont. on Next Page)

Get two weeks of The Daily DX or a sample of
The Weekly DX free by sending a request to
bernie@dailydx.com, or at htip://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm.
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Interview with A61ZX (cont.)

The challenge begins when
e don’t see all countries in our log
ooks. Therefore I stay tuned and
seek those countries. During crises
we feel that there is something we
can do to give hands to others
through radio signals and the won-
derful moments when we met other
ham operators from far places and
share knowledge and experience.
Our first goal is serving humanity
by keeping our good relations and
having a warm greetings all over
the world.

AB1ZX during one of the contests 2013

Radio Antenna Linear
FT-2000D Optibeam 13-6 OM 4000 HF
FT-857 for Mo- Optimbeam 15-6 Alpha 91B
bile Use
I[com 746 Pro 5 Elements 6M TL-922A
RCI-2970 80M Dipole
FT-2800M 2M Diamond Vertical

My Son Mohammed (3 YearOId) is fascinated hy
b:he noise he hears. He likes to call CQ CQ and Listen.

A 2

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Interview with A61ZX (cont.)
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With DJOKM, GARANT-FUNK in Euskirchen, Germany The visit To DLOOV, BONN amateur radio club,

October 2010. A very nice gentleman who | was very bermany October 2010.

pleased to meet.

ZS6EZAT AB1ZX QTH 2017
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50 Years of I0TA by Roger Ballister, 6G3KMA

[ received some questions about the I0T4 program and I
thought it was be a good topic for the newsletter. The in-
formation that I gathered is from several sources and does
a good job of explaining the history and purpose.

Much has been written in the detailed in-house
stages of development, most recently in the 40th Anni-
versary Directory and in an article headed 25 Years as
IOTA Manager in the 2011 Directory. There, mention was made of decision by Geoff
Watts, March 1985 to ask the RSGB to over management of the IOTA Program that he
himself had launched in ended the first phase and opened to three further ones. Let us
look the effect it had on the amateur to the present day.

Geoff Watts with his radio

IOTA Mission Statement: To increase activity on the amateur radio bands by encourag-
ing operations from island locations, to keep a database of contacts made by IOTA
program participants and to recognize high performance in the making of such con-
tacts.

1964-1985—Geoff’s concept of working islands caught on immediately with a small
number of amateurs, particularly in Europe and the USA, and equally with some
SWLs as it was open to listeners also. His original Directory of Islands listed 500 is-
land groups of which 194 had a reference number, indicating that they had been acti-
vated at some stage in the past. They were almost all recognized island groups such as
the Canaries or were large islands deserving of a separate status. The focus was on the
geography of islands rather than political affiliation — in fact the lack of a political di-
mension meant the grouping of more than ten DXCC entities in the Caribbean into just
two IOTA groups, Leeward and Windward Islands. The group concept was key be-
cause, with maybe a quarter of a million islands in the world, it was inconceivable that
any island program could cope with recognizing them all or that more than a fraction
would ever be visited by radio amateurs. Also, at a practical level in 1964 there was
not the ready access to mapping information that we came to enjoy which would have
allowed a much larger list. Many atlases were great on Europe and North America
quite scanty on other continents. For most people the list long enough!

So, at program launch IOTA had just 194 numbered IOTA groups. The aficiona-
dos to-be combed the bands for island stations but after the first few dozen groups
worked, new ones were hard to find. Often it was only when the following week’s DX
News Sheet, also written by Geoff, issued that we learned that a new island had ap-
peared on the bands days earlier and that we were going to have to apply our efforts to

tracking it down (same time, same day of the week was usually
(Cont. on Next Page)
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I0TA (cont.)

a starting point). Most stations were likely to be found on 40, 20, 15 and 10m as this was, for
most of the period, before the WARC bands were allocated. When a ‘juicy’ island station ap-
peared, there was invariably no pile-up, just a handful of stations on frequency to work it. In
terms of performance the simple truth was that the folk who put in most effort listening were
the ones to benefit most. In these early years IOTA was not sufficiently well-known on the
bands to have any impact beyond the inner circle of devotees and island chasing was a large-
ly relaxed pastime involving small disparate groups of like-minded friends. To glean up to
the minute information it was necessary to be part of one of these groups. Towards the end
of this period local VHF DX alert nets were springing up but these tended to be used for the
passing of DX rather than IOTA information. In fact, there was very little [OTA- specific
DXpedition activity although of course activity put on for DXCC helped IOTA aficionados
to build their scores and more so those chasers following both programs! Towards the end
of Geoff’s stewardship things began to change. Portable equipment had begun to appear on
the market although there was still some way to go to improve functionality. In Europe, is-
land stations found on the bands were being associated with IOTA more readily, especially
where, as in the case of the Italian islands, they had an identifying island prefix or suffix.
People were beginning to look at islands that had a regular ferry service from the mainland
or were otherwise easy to reach to see if an operation was practicable. It was this that
caused pressure to build for granting IOTA recognition to coastal islands that were not in
any recognized group nor large enough to justify listing under Geoft’s previous practice.

In short the warmer climate of the Mediterranean was stirring the amateurs of that region

in particular to fall in love with IOTA.

1985-1994—The change of stewardship to the RSGB in March 1985 came as a jolt to the
growing IOTA Community — Geoff had run the program for 20 years and it was difficult
to see it without him. Although by 1985 the island list had grown to 560 groups, almost
immediately requests came in for further additions or, for that matter, this or that rule
change. It is perhaps natural to expect a change of manager to be seen as a good time to
get a request in for consideration! Certainly, as a rookie manager it demanded a cautious
response if management of the program were to remain firmly in control. A hard look at
the program showed just what a challenge it would be to maintain that control. We could
slide into an open-ended program unless there were clarity as to reasons for inclusion or
exclusion of islands. This is not criticism of Geoff’s work but rather an acknowledge-
ment that pressures were building to take forward his initiative, which had proved so
popular, in a direction that might not be the best.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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I0TA (cont.) IOTA Directory

Over the next five years various ways of addressing expan-
sion of the island list were tried to meet the aspirations of the
growing IOTA community. With hindsight steps taken tended
to be reactive rather than proactive. This had the unintended
consequence of increasing the Europe list out of proportion
with other continents. The only fair solution was a root and
branch review of the list and the introduction of coastal island
groups for every country with a seaboard. Each coastline was
split into a series of boxes delineated by geographical co-
ordinates taking account where possible of local administra-
tive boundaries. This new system was introduced in a new Di-

rectory published in 1991.
Around the same time the then IOTA Committee took the decision to cap the

current island list at 1200 groups and that remains to this day the key guiding princi-

YAESU, Principal Sponsor of the IOTA Programme

ple.

Within weeks of the change of management in 1985 a group of IOTA aficiona-
dos started using 14260kHz as a meeting frequency and this evolved before long into
a regular lunch time net promulgating the latest information about activity by island
stations. When 14260 and other frequencies were nominated as IOTA meeting fre-
quencies, they quickly gained a listening public keen on talking about all aspects of

IOTA.

It was not long before island stations, brought to the net by IOTA friends, soon
participated in list operations run by the MC. One way or another, for several years
14260 and 21260 were the frequencies to listen to for the chance island contacts. For

so many a feeling belonging to a like-minded group was generated.
The running of an IOTA net and the issue of the 1991 Directory were the first

steps in the development of IOTA as a serious worldwide program. I saw the fervor of
so many activators to put on a New One for the program, a humbling experience since
I had been responsible, with support from the IOTA Committee, for advocating every

one of some 600 plus additions to Geoff’s original list.

1994-2004—By 1994, IOTA’s 30th anniversary, IOTA had made great strides towards
becoming a mainstream program but had still some way to go to achieve general recog-
nition. That year Yaesu had stepped in to become principal sponsor, later followed in
2006 by ICOM. Each in turn provided welcome financial assistance. In 1996 IOTA had
been further boosted by the decision of the RSGB to take IOTA fully in-house in an ar-
rangement whereby it provided some administrative support with payments and provi-
sion/dispatch of certificates etc. Sponsorship helped to finance a DOS-based system

computerization that continued until 2007.
(Cont. on Next Page)
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I0TA (cont.)

During these 10 years more than 200 IOTA groups were
activated for the first time. Many of these were in countries total-
ly untouched by IOTA, e.g. China and Vietnam, or rarely so, e.g.
Indonesia’s remote islands, India and Colombia. China’s case
was remarkable. Before 1994 only one of its islands, Hainan Is-
land, had been briefly activated. Over the next seven years 15
previously un-activated Chinese IOTAs were aired for the [OTA
Program .... and not just once, in most cases, there were several === =
operations. Indonesia’s case is similar with an extraordinary T et con [CO
number of new groups activated. In both cases the DXPeditioners
were local operators, sometimes working in large teams, who systematically targeted
the un-activated IOTAs in their’ patch’. This high level of activity in China and Indo-
nesia continues to the present day.

The 1991 Directory revision achieved the twin objectives of strengthening the
IOTA rule structure and of providing a definitive list of island groups. However, in the
absence of marine maps it had not been possible to specify all the islands that quali-
fied for each group, but this was not seen as quite so important at the time since only
the more accessible islands received visits by amateurs. The situation changed with
the arrival on the scene of the new national island programs. Increasingly they encour-
aged DXPeditioners to activate small, often tiny, islands to satisfy both the demands
of the award enthusiasts and also their own desire to activate a New One. In 2000 a
major review was carried out, aided by Martin Atherton, G3ZAY, to tidy up and ex-
pand the list. In the end some 15,000 islands were listed, covering a high proportion
of all countries with a coastline.

2004-2014—The main event of the last 10 years was the launch in 2007 of an
Internet-based module enabling on-line applications. This has made life very much
easier both for applicants and management. An enhancement was added to allow ap-
plicants to match QSO information in IOTA Contests with contest logs, thereby
avoiding the need to submit QSLs for these QSOs. A further enhancement was due
to be rolled out in Spring 2014 to allow applicants to submit an ADIF log and re-
ceive back a listing of contacts potentially valid for [OTA. Selection of contacts on
the list that are found to be supported by QSLs offers a saving in time in construct-
ing an entry.

Within a few years the growth in popularity of IOTA has enabled it to become
a mainstream program. It clearly complements DXCC since every IOTA contact
counts for a DXCC entity and every island DXCC entity contact counts for an 10-
TA. Promotion of an operation for IOTA means promotion of it also for DXCC.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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I0TA (cont.)

Where there is a difference is in the age
profile of IOTA aficionados — it tends to be
at the upper end of the scale. Many ama-
teurs enter IOTA after they have had a long
period chasing DX for DXCC, working
mostly what they can, and now need a new
challenge. They are often already well up the
IOTA score ladder and have shoeboxes con-
taining rare and much-cherished island cards which may well prove to count for IO-
TA. They relish the idea of trying out their skills in finding and working 50 Indone-
sian IOTAs or 100 groups in the Arctic. They have grown up with the stories of en-
deavor, heroism and bravery shown on rarer DXCC team operations. Now they are
about to learn of similar exploits by single- or two-man operations to some of the re-
motest islands on earth. The two programs may complement each other in many
ways but in one they don’t. The IOTA Most Wanted List is quite different from that
which appears each year for DXCC. The DXCC island entities filling the top 50 posi-
tions do not, with barely an exception, figure on the [OTA Most Wanted List. In fact,
fundraisers for operations to the top Most Wanted DXCCs often express amazement
when told that their target island features more than half way down the IOTA Most
Wanted List. For its part 95% of the top Most Wanted IOTAs are islands in DXCC’s
easier entities. The most notable exceptions are the four North Korean IOTA groups!

.....
-------

The Future—IOTA has a robust rule structure that has been tested over many years
and found to work well. Similarly, the on-line application module has done sterling
work. Given adequate volunteer effort to run both, there is no reason why IOTA should
not have a bright future. However, there are developments that could affect the pro-
gram. Paperless QSLing is a concept that is fast gaining popularity, made even more
attractive by the ever-increasing cost of postage in exchanging QSLs. There is also a
detectable change in culture about continuing to send paper QSLs that is worrying.
Consideration is being given to the introduction into IOTA of an application route
based on paperless QSLing. However, changes to the existing software would be sig-
nificant and potentially expensive to implement. We are open to offers of help.

2014 — 2022—Islands On The Air (IOTA) Ltd, hereafter referred to as IOTA Ltd, was
set up in early 2016 as a not-for-profit company, limited by guarantee in UK law, in
partnership with the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB). Under a Memorandum of
Understanding the RSGB ceded full responsibility to IOTA Ltd for all aspects of the 10-
TA program, its day to day management, strategy, policy, finance, development, promo-
tion and marketing. The company was registered in the names of Roger Balister,
G3KMA and Stan Lee, G4XXI who at the time were its only directors.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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I0TA (cont.)

IOTA enthusiasts should be assured that the new company is fully committed to maintaining IOTA on
its well-established path as a major international program bringing increased activity to the amateur
bands.

IOTA Ltd now has an extensive international management team of volunteers. The Board of
Directors consists of Roger Balister G3KMA as General Manager and Program Coordinator, Cezar Tri-
fu VE3LYC as Deputy General Manager and Operations Manager, Charles Wilmott MOOXO as
Awards Manager, and Hans-Georg Goebel DK 1RV, Jim Nakajima JA9IFF, Ghis Penny ONSNT and
Dan Sullivan W4DKS as Board Members. Stan Lee G4XXI is Company Secretary and Treasurer, Jo-
han Willemsen PA3EXX is IT Manager and Bob Cox K3EST is Deputy Operations Manager. We
have 4 members on an [OTA Advisers Group, Michael Wells G7VJR, Mauro Pregliasco 11JQJ, Bob
Barden MDOCCE and Donald Chamberlain WIDC. We have 23 card checkpoints in 20 countries. To-
gether they form an IOTA Management Team of some 34 individuals committed to making a success
of IOTA.

The current IT system was launched in 2016 on the IOTA website at www.iotaworld.org. Its
most significant feature was the introduction of paperless QSLing through QSO matching with logs
on Club Log and in 2020 on Logbook of the World (LoTW). It has come as an enriching experience
to see it integrated on the new system. The IT Team led by Cezar Trifu VE3LYC has been working
all hours to add operations that are valid for IOTA so that matching can take place and credits given.
A huge vote of thanks goes to them and particularly to Johan Willemsen PA3EXX for developing the
system and seeing it through to completion.

Friends of IOTA (FOI): To help raise the necessary funds, initially GBP 25,000, to meet the
investment costs, the company launched FOI in June 2016 as a supporters’ group. Its aim was to give
IOTA enthusiasts the opportunity not only to participate in one of the most active DX programs in
the world but also to support it with donations to ensure its long-term future.

The Performance Challenge—There are two prestige awards: the 750 Islands Plaque of Excellence
and the IOTA 1000 Islands Trophy. The IOTA Plaque of Excellence (below left), available for con-
tacting 750 IOTA groups, takes the form of an attractively produced walnut wood shield, engraved
with the recipient’s details and a number signifying the order in which it was presented. The shield
is supplied with 9 blank metal mini-shields which can be replaced with shields, each signifying a
score increment of 25 groups up to the 975 level.

The IOTA 1000 Islands Trophy (below right), available for contacting 1000 IOTA groups,
is a beautiful diamond glass feature resting on a highly polished wooden base. The trophy is fitted
with a metal plaque, which is engraved with the recipient’s details and a number signifying the or-
der in which it was presented. There is space on this base for 8 metal mini-plates each signifying a
score increment of 25 groups which can upgrade the trophy to the 1200 level.

IOTA is here to stay. It has had 50 years of ever-rising popularity. It is the second most
popular international activity program after DXCC. It’s the choice of many amateurs who have
now worked as much as they can in DXCC. It encourages many people who like DXPeditioning to
go to islands the world over. It generates enthusiasm and passion. It breaks down barriers between
peoples and races. But above all, it provides an ongoing source of activity on the bands and for
many this means staying active in amateur radio.
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Interview with Izzy, 4X1UF
Izzy lives in Haifa, Israel, which to him is “The
Most Beautiful City in the World.” If you review the
images on his QRZ.com webpage, you might agree!
Thanks to Izzy for agreeing to answer our questions.

AJ8B: How did you first get interested in amateur radio?
AX1UF: When I was 10, I received as a birthday gift a
"portable radio receiver" , a huge transistorized radio made by
Siemens and put it on my bicycle and ran across the city. Sud-
denly I heard a voice on "shortwave" (apparently 40 meters
AM) and with unknown instinct I rode and traced his location.
Eventually I found that he was 4X4BS (SK). The guy opened his door and welcomed me
in showing his station and I was mesmerized. I believe if it was the other way around I
wouldn't become a ham operator.

AJ8B: Do you have a favorite band or mode?
4X1UF: I always loved the low bands! During my teenage period it was 80 meters (160
wasn't permitted at that time) and currently its 160 meters. It's a magical band.

AJ8B: What time of day and days do you like to operate?
4X1UF: High bands during the day time (local time) and low bands at night

AJ8B: Any secrets to your success?
4X1UF: Curiosity and strong will.

AJ8B: Any tips that you can share?
4X1UF: Be kind to others, help the beginners and never involve politics with this wonder-
ful hobby.

AJ8B: Describe what you are currently using:
4X1UF: Icom based station (I am a dealer), IC-7300, IC-9700, IC-705 for field days and
Acom 700S Linear

. ( - £ Reliable and Affordable
AJ8B: What advice do you have for those Q I Hs Web Hosting, E-Mail &
of us trying to break pileups to work DX? "o oo, you lelyour rions”  DOMAIN Name Services
4X1UF: Don't be rude, always listen be- | " Fulliestured web Hosting & £ mail Services from $4.98/mo-
fore calling £Froe S GuldeigTeck,oPartGorclPone an St sk,
“NighlyOn & Of e Backupe, maltile Dy Woeki/Monthly Snapahots.
AJ8B: What is Our favorite Contest? v Domain Name Registrations start at $9.95 per year.
y PR . ¥ Create your own website with our FREE Site Building Tools. Owned and Operated
4X1UF: I am not participating anymore *Buld a it win no HTML oxperance utifzing WordPress, ool sinco 1996 by
. ! rupal, etc. ur Sof culous “ane-click™ scri| installer will easi ellow ham
(1ack Of tlme) install these and dozens of other software packages. Scott Neader KASFOX

v No Questions Asked, Money-Back Guarantee!

Have a Website or Domain Name Already?

In most cases, we can do all or most of the work to move your website and domain name
to QTH.com. Just ask us for assistance. We do all the work, and you enjoy the savings,

(COIlt. on Next Page) extra features and better support! Your website does not have to be ham radio related...

we host all types of websites for businesses, organizations and personal use.
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Interview with Izzy, 4X1UF (cont.)

AJ8B: Any QSLing hints?
4X1UF: Again, don't be rude, follow the instruction normally given by the DX station (a
nice email can help)

AJ8B: What coaching/advice would you give new amateurs?
4X1UF: Always listen first

AJ8B: If I were to stop by for a visit, what local place would you want us to visit?
My QTH Haifa, is the world center of the Bahai, their temple is near my home. A beauti-
ful place to visit

AJ8B: What local food would you want me to try?
4X1UF: Being in the middle east, a Mediterranean cuisine is the typical combined with
Arab cuisine

AJ8B: Thanks for taking the time to answer my questions. Is there anything you would
like to share with us?

4X1UF: Keep our hobby alive, don't forget
Cw !
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THE ANDORRA DIGITAL

ARDAM Ham Radio Association is the second associ- B
ation of amateur radio constituted in the Principality of |
Andorra The callsign of the radio club is C37AC

keep us in their memory, as well as that of this small |
country, he organizes and offers the possibility of ob-?
talnlng this permanent and free award. 14/03/2021 "

invited to participate.
The requirements to obtain the award depend on the CQ zones of the applicants:

CQ zone n° 14, 15, 16, 20 and 33. It is necessary to have made a QSO with
C37AC and also, with seven other different C3 stations, for a total 8 QSOs, in-
distinctly in any of the amateur radio bands. The mode must be any of the digital
ones, including SSTV and digital audio, the CW is considered the first digital ra-
dio mode is also valid.

Communication must be two-way radio. QSOs are not supported through any
type of repeater. The eight contacts symbolize that each callsign will validate one
of the 7 Parishes (Departments) of the Principality plus the ARDAM station.

For the rest of CQ zones, the same rules but a total of 6 QSOs are enough, also
including our C37AC station. (5 +1)

QSO validity date: QSOs are valid in digital or cw modes from 01/01/2013, the
foundation date of the ARDAM Association.

QSLs: It is not necessary to send them. It suffices to send a list with the done
QSOs to the email address of the C37AC station manager (dipoma-
ardam@hotmail.com). QSO data in the list must appear in the conventional order,
namely, C3 station call, date, time and mode. The list must include call and full
name of the applicant. LoTW or eQSL users must certify this control by sending a
screenshot where the confirmed QSOs appear. It is not necessary to include in the
screenshot the QSOs with the C37AC. In the unlikely event that the applicant the

(Cont. on Next Page)
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The Andorra Digital Ham Radio Award (cont.)

does not use LoTW or eQSL, the QSOs will be checked against the logbooks of C3 oper-
ators.

Whoever obtains the award will receive it numbered via email for personal down-
load. The ARDAM web ardam-andorra-award.blogspot.com will contain a list of all cer-
tificates issued.

IMPORTANT: Experience has shown, especially in FT8-FT4, that some OMs incorrectly
consider a successful QSO. We remember that it is essential to have received the 73 or
RR73 for it to be legally registered in the log, so if a QSO from the list sent is rejected by
a C3 radio, this decision cannot be discussed. All applicants agree to abide by this award
ethical standard.

Visit https:// ardam—andorra—award.blogspot.com/

From the Editor—Bill, AJ8B

What is different about this edition of the newsletter? Overall, 1
tried to find articles, new and old, that highlighted activities that are
competitive and challenging. These activities can be planned for in Nov
and Dec and then executed in 2023.

Are you ready for Bouvet? When was the last time you sent a QSL
card? Are you up to date at the QSL buro?

Since 2010, I have participated in the CQ Marathon. It gives me a
reason to work DL each year! I really enjoy the chase. The article on the
CQ Marathon gives all the details.

— i
/ W

The IOTA program has always been a mystery to me. Now I know more and am
ready to move forward. Great Summary article.

The Universal Award Application Center is a lot of fun to track your progress. I
print out the more colorful certificates and put them in a binder. When the grand-
harmonics come over, they check the binder to see what is new! Check out that article.

If you are a passive DXer (chasing just what you need), why not check out contest-
ing? We have an excellent article about “Why Contesting?”

Finally, this is another newsletter that has 4 interviews! The reason for this is that
when someone answers my query with a Yes, [ am not going to turn them down or move
them off for two months. Hope you enjoy this edition—

keep me in the loop on who you are working and what you T
are doing! Wu W%//w/
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An “Easy” DXpedition—K2SX—Dennis

If you attended the September SWODXA meeting, you know that we have been given a
week at the VPSH location to use as a special raffle. This has a significant value and
should allow us to promote DXing as well as to raise funds to help offset our DX Dinner
costs. This article first appeared in Solid Copy, the newsletter for the CWOPS organization. It
is reprinted with the permission of the K25X and [im, K40Pl—the owner! You will be re-
cerving a lot of information about how you can be eligible for this raffle in the coming
weeks. Until then, just imagine the sunshine, sea breeze, and the pileups/

For most of the 60+ years I have been operating in contests, my home station has
never been competitive with the Big Guns. At least, that is the excuse I use for not being
at the top of the scoring lists. Since retiring about ten years ago and moving to a gated
community in South Caro- line with little hope of putting up even one tower, my hopes
of building a superstation have evaporated into the ether, sort of like the sunspots in re-
cent years.

My answer has been to go where |
can be in high demand and where huge an- |
tennas are not necessary, i.e., a DXpedition. =
I hasten to add that I am not talking about
those trips that require 3-5 days bouncing
around inside a small ship on 30’ waves on |
the way to a remote island/reef that has
probably not seen a human being for sever-
al years. No, those “tent and generator”
DXpeditions are a bit more than I want to
tackle. Even if the entity is not rare, it is
usually possible to still push the rate meter
well over 200 QSOs per hour on occasion,
which generates its own adrenaline rush, something that is mostly missing from my
home operations.

I have gone on several trips, e.g. PJ7W, on which the opera- tors have brought all
of the antennas and radios and cables and PCs and built a fairly elaborate station from
scratch, operated the contest and then dismantled it, often in lousy weather, all within a
few days. I find I now prefer something a bit easier, where most, if not all, of the anten-
nas are already in place and where other creature comforts are available.

4—{\%

The VP5 house

Another factor that often creeps into the decision of where to go is the location’s
“spouse appeal”. While my wife does not have a license, much less know CW, she does
enjoy going to new places, trying different restaurants and seeing different sites.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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VPSM (cont.)

It is even better if she has another spouse to share in the adventure. Since she could care
less about propagation or if the location is a three pointer rather than a two pointer, crea-
ture comforts climb higher on her acceptability scale. Her acceptance threshold is that
the area we are going to has a Ritz Carlton or something similar nearby, even though we
do not have to stay there. Now, I can still go off on my own and leave her behind, as |
did on this trip, but I have found that the IOU list can get pretty long, a.k.a.
“expensive”, if I don’t regularly include her on some of these trips. This trip to VP5 on-
ly cost me trips to Chicago and DC, so it was not too costly.

Several years ago, [ was invited to do CQWW CW from a new ham QTH that
Jim K4QPL, was build- ing on Providenciales (referred to as “Provo” by those in the
know), part of the Turks & Caicos Is- lands chain, a.k.a. “VP5”, an island chain about
650 miles southeast of Miami. The entity consists of over 300 islands although only
eight are of significant size. Population is a bit over 30,000 resi- dents, with about two-
thirds of them living on Provo. Prince used to visit, but his estate was re- cently sold for
a measly $10.8 million. Drake is apparently a frequent visitor as well, most recent- ly
recording a new album from there. The islands are not part of CEPT though, so there is
no li- cense reciprocity and you must obtain a VPS5 license. This is a simple process
though, and one which Jim handles with ease.

I had met Jim while participating in an M/2 operation from NY4A a few years
earlier. As it turned out, this renovation was Jim’s introduction to “Island Time” and the
planned construction fell too far behind schedule to make that trip possible. However,
earlier this year, Jim asked me if I was interested in doing CQ WPX CW from his now
mostly completed station at VP5M as part of a mul- ti-op operation. After conferring
with my wife and promising her that, if it looked good, she could come on a future trip,
I signed up and started getting ready. The island was pretty easy to get to with Jim and I
taking a direct flight from Charlotte while the other two ops flew direct from Atlanta.

One of the incentives for going on .
this trip was that John K4BAI, would be
another of the ops. I had first met John
on a similar trip back in 1983 when a
group of us operated from Haiti as
HH2VP in CQWW CW. It was an inter-
esting experience to wander around a
small airport in Haiti looking for some-
one you had never met before and had no
idea what they looked like.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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VP5M (cont.)

Fortunately, John had the presence of
mind to carry a copy of QST under his
arm and, therefore, was pretty easy to
spot. In addition to Jim K4QPL, the
fourth operator would be Rob KK4R,
who had operated from VP5M in the
previous year and, therefore, was quite
familiar with the operation.

Jim had decided when he started
building the station in Provo that it
would not have multiple towers with
beams all over them but, instead,
would be spouse and non-ham friend-
ly. He has one AB-577 tower at 35°
which carries a StepplR three element " yjew from the deck looking north
Yagi, which covers 40 to 6 meters.

There is another beam, an A3S, which can be mounted temporarily on about 25’ of mast.
This can be used on the higher bands for chasing mults or for bursts of activity on 15
and/or 10 meters, if they opened. On 80 meters, we had a dipole with the center point
just below the SteppIR. We decided not to bother with 160M given the nature of the con-
test, 1.e., multipliers count only once regardless of band, and the high summer QRN lev-
els. One of the advantages of the QTH was that it was near the top of a hill about 120’
ASL with a clear shot going Northwest to Northeast, which just happened to be in the di-
rection of Europe and the US. Nice planning, Jim.

The station comes equipped with its own K3 and KPA-500 linear and a TS-590 as
a back- up for visiting operators. To augment that, I brought along my trusty, travel-worn
K3 and John added his battle-tested laptop. Given the setup, we decided to compete as a
Multi- Op/Single Transmitter Low Power operation, a category that the station had won
in the previous year. Currently, Jim’s station is the only one active in contests on the is-
land since Jody, VP5JM, decided not to rebuild after Hurricane Irma destroyed much of
her rental station in 2017. Jim correctly reasoned that the VPS5 call sign would make up
for the low power, even though there was no country multiplier in WPX.

One of the big advantages of operating from an existing station is that the set-up
time is greatly reduced, leaving more time for casual operating or touring the area or
whatever. We all did a bit of each. Testing the station by calling CQ proved to be a popu-
lar pass-time. It was encouraging to rapidly build a pile up indicating that we were get-
ting out with a decent signal and to find out that the two stations were not, for the most
part, interfering with each other.

After an initial burst of operating, we shut down and headed for downtown Provo
to stock the pantry and get some dinner. We headed for a local shore restaurant called
Sharkbite. The food was simple but good, but we were a bit disappointed that the

(Cont. on Next Page)
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VP5M (cont.) 4

namesake sharks did not gather for us to
ogle while we ate. 1 have been told by relia-
ble sources that the sharks really do assem-
ble every so often for the viewing pleasure
of the tourists. Then, it was off to the gro-
cery store, part of the Graceway chain. [ was .« .
particularly impressed by the quality and va- |
riety of food offered, much better than usual-
ly found on Caribbean islands. Prices were
not cheap but that is to be expected when
everything has to be imported. Following
some judicious shopping, we re- turned to the station, known as “Harbour Rock”, for
some additional operating and strategy discussions.

The next day, Wednesday, Rob headed off early for some SCUBA diving,
which is apparently quite good off Provo, while the rest of us started putting the sta-
tion into final operating shape. To see if the station was operating correctly, on
Wednesday, we took part in the weekly CWTs.

John started off by operating the 1300Z CWT as VP5/K4BALl. Later on, I oper-
ated the 1900Z CWT while Rob operated the 0300Z version. In addition to becoming
use to the vagaries of a strange station, we were also able to learn of some problems
that needed to be corrected, particularly with regard to networking the two computers,
something none of us were that familiar with. We were also having a bit of trouble
setting up NIMM. I quickly dashed off an e-mail version of HELP! to CWops mem-
ber VE3KI. Within a few hours, Rich replied with the answers to our questions,
changes in settings were made and we were off to the races. Thanks, Rich.

The major technical problems we encountered were getting the mechanical and
software interfaces to work correctly. For the M/S category, and only for that group,
you are limited to ten band changes per hour and one cannot transmit on two bands at
the same time. The interfaces were to prevent the latter from happening. We finally
got the system to work but it still needed some fine tuning. I still do not understand
the real need for inflicting this category with such a restriction, other than paranoia
about possible cheating, but that is a much longer discussion to be held separately. I
had become enamored with SO2V operation and wanted to incorporate that into the
run station so that we could pick up mults while still running on the same band. But,
alas, we never got comfortable with that process. That will take a bit more practice
before that tool is used.

The next day, Thursday, our prime objective was to put up the A3S for our sec-
ond high- band antenna. We eventually tied the 25 push-up mast and bottom-
mounted rotor to the side of the house. I’m sure it would have been an interesting
door-piece for any visiting non-hams. The important thing was that the antenna
worked, and it stayed up for the whole weekend. It even rotated 360 degrees. What
more could one ask for?

Beams

(Cont. on Next Page)
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VP5M (cont.)

One interesting note was that as we tied off the
mast, we saw a bunch of inch-long centipedes traipsing
along the top of a concrete wall next to the driveway. On
closer examination, there must have been more than a
hundred of the little creatures racing atop the wall. And,
4 while most of them were going in the same direction, a

‘number of them were headed in the opposite direction,
down the wall. It was sort of like watching a pileup on a
PS5 that had suddenly appeared unannounced on the band,
although these creatures were much more disciplined in
their approach. Some of them did crawl over their fellow

‘travelers in their quest to reach the end of the wall while
others turned about bumping into one of their brethren.

o We never did see where they came from or where they

B [ . ¥ went when they finished their trip. Like signals on 10 Me-

l T , \ ters, they just faded away.

Station owner Jim K4QPL Friday was another casual day since the station was

all ready to go. While Rob went off searching for some
new type of sea-life, Jim took me on a tour of the northern part of the island, including
the upscale Grace Bay area, while John checked out the setup. I was impressed with how
well kept the island was, with hedges neatly clipped, roads clear of garbage and neat bou-
tique stores. The only problem I had was that they drove their cars on the left side of the
road and they also loved round-abouts, which made for some interesting driving.

At 0000z, John started running stations and we were off to the races. Once the rate
slowed down a bit, we were able to use the second station to work new QSOs, many of
them multipliers, while making sure that we did not exceed the ten band changes per hour
rule. At 0300Z, I took over the run station and KK4R took over
the mult station. Things settled down into a steady pattern and
the QSO total kept steadily climbing upward through the week-

end.

L.

As expected, 40 and 20 were the money bands with nearly 160 0

900 QSOs and 1200 QSOs respectively. We managed only nine
QSOs on 10 meters but, surprisingly, those included contacts 80 173
with F5IN and CW4MAX. After looking at the Multi 2 logs, it 40 pdaly)

is apparent that there were a lot more QSOs to be had on 10M if
one had the flexibility to keep on the band, particularly if the 20 1,204
number of band changes was not limited. 15 374
10 9

(Cont. on Next Page)
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VP5M (cont.)

15 meters was a much better band with EU coming through much of the day. 80M was a
bit noisy but still generated a bit under 200 QSOs. When the closing bell rang, we made a
total of 2650 QSOs and a score of 8.13 mil- lion, a bit lower than last year’s result mainly
due to a shortfall on 20M. Based on claimed scores, we again came in as World #1 in the
M/S LP category. Our final tally: 2,650 QSOs, 899 Prefixes for a score of 8,126,061.

Monday was a take-down day and relatively relaxed since all we had to do was take
down one antenna (the A3S) and take apart the station. That sure beat trying to remove a
bunch of towers, wires, etc. In the afternoon, Jim finished my tour of the island. We did
explore the North West Point of the island, which was essentially undeveloped except for a
deserted reception area. The beach was quite unique, at least to me, in that it consisted of a
layer of sand, covered by a layer of seaweed, followed by another layer of sand and then
more seaweed and sand. The result was a very spongy surface which once we got used to
it, was quite nice to walk on. We also went to the southern part of the island, including a
trip by the infamous Bugaloo local bar. The area was not as “boutiquey” as the Grace Bay
area.

Thanks to Jim for the use of his station and his hospitality and to all those who lis-

tened so careful Don’t Just Work DX—Be DX At Harbour Rock, Turks and Caicos VP5!

to hear us under )

the big signals. If
anyone is inter-
ested in renting
the station for a
future contest,
read Jim’s
QRZ.com page at
VP5M but don’t
wait because con-
test weeks are

getting booked A family vacation and great DXing. It’s at the end of the VPS5 rainbow!
Sl gn up now for Whether you prefer single op or multi with friends, the VP5 station can be tailored to your preferences.
your “easy” - '

DXpedition and

leave the antenna
raising to some-
one else.

Learn more. Plan your next vacation. www.harbourrockvilla.com Contact Jim, K4QPL2@gmail.com
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Fun to read, interesting from cover lo cover, written so you can understand it.
That's CQ. Read and enjoyed by thousands of people each month!
The changes in amateur radio over the years have been astounding. Still some things

have remained remarkably the same, namely the type of people who are drawn to the
hobby. As a group, hams have a tremendous amount of knowledge on a wide array of

topics, an amazing willingness to share that knowledge with each other, and an
unwavering commitment to helping neighbors, near or far, in times of need.

So whether you are an old-timer or new to the hobby accept the challenge and
read CQ, SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Print or Digital...Your Choice

PRINT EDITION ONLY
Tyr—12 issues §42.95 2yrs—24 issues §77.95 Jyrs—36 issuves §111.95

DIGITAL EDITION ONLY
1yr—12 Issues $30.00 2yrs—24 issues $57.00 Jyrs—I6 issues $83.00

COMBO Subscriptions - Get BOTH the PRINT & DIGITAL EDITIONS
fyr—12 issues $61.95 2yrs—24 issves $112.95 Jyrs—36 issves $161.93

CQ Communications, Inc.
Phone: 516-681-2922 httpi/store.cq-amateur-radio.com
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Interview with Bobby, VPS8ADR VRBADR A VP3BIR.
[ don’t know how many hams there are in the . et

N ~— 47

Falkland Islands, but we have an interview with one
of the most active. Feel free to email Bobby if you
need a OSO!

AJ8B: How did you first get interested in amateur
radio? : =y
VPS8ADR: I come from a family of amateur radio Mother VPSNY, Farther VP& WA now
silent key my stepfather VPEML and step mother VP8ZV also one of my older brothers
Shorty VPENE were/are radio hams following along is myself VPSADR, XYL
VP8BTR and my son VP§DKP.

AJ8B: Do you have a favorite band or mode?
VP8ADR: No not really just wherever the signals are coming in SSB,FT8,FT4 not real-
ly CW yet I have tried some with the help from ham radio deluxe

AJ8B: What time of day and days do you like to operate?
VP8ADR: Anytime I’m free but mostly early mornings and evenings being a farmer the
day time is a bit taken up

AJ8B: Any secrets to your success?
VP8ADR: Not really just listen and learn from the old boys HI HI

AJ8B: Any tips that you can share?
VP8ADR: Get on the air and enjoy the hobby

AJ8B: Describe what you are currently using:

VP8ADR: Current station is Yaesu FT-DX10 Acom 1500 and Hexbeam but I do like
experimenting with other antennas

AJ8B: What advice do you have for those of us trying to break pileups to work DX?
VPS8ADR: Not shout our the stations that the DX is trying to work [I’m sure your reader
have very good radio ethics but there is some stations out there that just continue to call
even when its plain that you are already working another station (some folk just don’t
have patients )

AJ8B: What is your favorite contest?
VP8ADR: Not really a contester although I have entered in a few FT8/FT4 contests

AJ8B: Any QSLing hints?

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Interview with VPSADR (cont.)

AJ8B: What coaching/advice would you give new amateurs?
VP8ADR: Live listen learn and have patience.

AJ8B: If I were to stop by for a visit, what local place would you want us to visit?
VP8ADR: All sorts to visit here but most that come like to look at the wild life pen-
guins etc.

AJ8B: What local food would you want me to try?
VP8ADR: You cant beat a good feed of roast mutton and spuds

AJ8B: Thanks for taking the time to answer my questions. Is there anything you would
like to share with us?

VP8ADR: No problem nothing I can think of at the moment but happy to answer any
more question (if I can )
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A Patient Waiter is no Loser by Herman, VK2IXV
I always like to include a historically educational item in every newsletter. Thanks
to VK2IXV, Herman, and Bill, VK3BR for permission to reprint this article. It originally

appeared in the September 2022 edition of The Radio Amateurs Old Timers Club of Aus-
tralia (RAOTC) newsletter

In my collection I have a small memorial pewter plaque which shows that, 178 years
ago, a middle-aged Samuel Finley Breese Morse, surrounded by Miss Annie Ellsworth'
and members of Congress, sent the first official telegram over a short telegraph line
from Washington to Baltimore. It is rather amazing that a man like Samuel Finley
Breese Morse (1791-1872), a portrait painter with little formal scientific or technical
training, established the first commercial telegraph system in the United States.

The small pewter plaque in the author’s collection
which shows the occasion of the sending of the
first official telegram.

Morse as a young man.

Although he made friends easily and liked the
company of people from all walks of life, the life of Samuel Morse had not been a bed
of roses.

He went through periods of poverty when he could hardly afford to support him-
self and his family. For many years he was ridiculed and knocked back by private in-
vestors, as well as the American Congress, when lobbying for funds for his telegraph
invention. Repeatedly he was called a daydreamer, was met with skepticism, and his
scheme was condemned as ridiculous.

In 1811, after he finished University, Morse went to Europe to study and practice
painting. In 1815, he returned to America, set up a studio in Boston and became a
highly successful artist, painting prominent citizens.

In 1818, aged 27, he married 19 years-old Lucretia Pickering (née Walker). In
1825, when he was away from home on a painting commission, Morse received an ur-
gent letter from his father, delivered by a messenger on horseback, that his wife, soon

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Patient Waiter (cont.)

after the birth of her third child, had become gravely ill. Morse immediately hurried
home but, by the time he arrived, his wife was dead and had been buried.

Some say that ‘heartbreak may have inspired the telegraph’, because a grieving Morse
vowed to figure out a way to deliver messages in a timely manner. However, it would be
nearly two decades before he would invent a device that could send long distance mes-
sages instantaneously.

From 1829 -1832, Morse went once more to Europe to learn about the latest paint-
ing styles and left his three children in the care of relatives.

In 1832, during his return voyage from Le Havre to New York on the ship Sully,
Samuel Morse and fellow passengers, amongst them Charles Jackson2, discussed at
length the recent discoveries of electromagnetism by Hans Christian Oersted3 and Mi-
chael Faraday”.

When Morse began to understand how this worked, he became convinced
that these inventions could be used to send messages via a wire. Immediately he went to
work making his own telegraph apparatus.

The success of Morse’s telegraph invention and code was, for a great part, due
to the skills and contribution of the academics he had read about, had contact with, and
the ones that became his partners.

Men like Charles Thomas Jackson of Boston (his acquaintance on the ship
Sully), Leonard Gale, Joseph Henry” and Alfred Vail.

From 1837 to 1848, Alfred Lewis Vail joined Morse as a partner, giving him
mechanical, technical, and financial support.

In 1839, Vail married Jane Elizabeth (née Cummings) and they had three sons.
She died in 1852.

Vail made many improvements to the design of Morse’s original ra-
ther impractical and crude telegraph apparatus, and added a simple
sending key called the Lever Correspondent6 (see photo below).

He changed Morse’s original numerical code, in which
Morse had given each word in the English dictionary a num-
ber. Morse spent many months compiling this code dictionary.
For example, the message ‘215-36-2-58° meant ‘successful-
experiment-with-telegraph’. However, because the names of
people, comp nies, or townships, were not part of Samuel
Morse’s huge dictionary, the code became quite cumbersome.

Alfred Vail developed a much simpler alphabetical system of
a dot and dash code, and Morse’s impractical numerical code and bulky dictionary were
never used again. Because the terms of Vail’s partnership agreement specified that all
patents would be in Morse’s name, Vail’s code was called “Morse code’ .

On 6th January 1838, the first successful completion of a transmission with the
new system and code was used at the Speedwell Iron Works, owned by Vail’s

L Alfred Vail.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Patient Waiter (cont.)

father, across 3 km of wiring. The message
read: “A patient waiter is no loser”.

It was Morse’s university colleague
Leonard Gale, a professor in chemistry, who
showed him that Joseph Henry’s use of re-
lays would improve the distance of transmis-
sion. As a result, by November 1838, a mes-
sage could be sent through 16 km of wire ar-
ranged on reels in Dr Gale’s university lec-
ture room.

It appears that Morse hijacked Henry’s
mnovations. However, between 1839 and
1842, Morse frequenﬂy kept in touch with Alfred Vail's late-1844 simple sending key, the ‘Lever Correspondent’
Henry, seeking both scientific advice and nove In the Smithsontan Museum.
public endorsements of his telegraph. Henry gave both willingly, but he also made it
quite clear that he regarded Morse’s apparatus as the application of scientific princi-
ples discovered by himself and other scientists. Henry was more interested in demon-
strating his invention to his students and not, like Samuel Morse, commercially to
the outside world.

As early as 1838, Samuel Morse tried in vain to secure the aid of Congress in the
construction of an experimental telegraph line between Washington and Baltimore. In
desperation he travelled again to Europe from 1838 -1842, this time hoping to get
recognition and raise funds, but to no avail. A less energetic and driven man would
have given up after so many rejections, but Morse believed in his invention and kept on
going.

In 1842, he tried Congress again and his invention was finally formally dis-
cussed. The story goes that, during debate in the Congress, one of the Congress
members ridiculed Morse’s invention, comparing it to ‘sham scientific practices like
mesmerism and animal magnetism’. It was not until March 1843 that he obtained from
the Congress the princely sum of US$30,000 (equivalent to about one million US dol-
lars in today’s money) for his invention. He could now finance the construction of a 38-
mile (61 km) telegraph line to be strung on poles between the national capital,
Washington, and Baltimore, Maryland.

It was over this line, on 24th May 1844, that Morse tapped out his famous
message, “What hath God wrought”. At the other end of the line Vail sent the same
message back to him. The newspapers gave all the credit for this major break-
through in long distance communications to Samuel Morse, the better-known partner
and forceful personality. Alfred Vail was only referred to as the ‘assistant’ of Morse and
was more or less overlooked.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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Patient Waiter (cont.)

In 1853, Alfred Vail, more philosophical than hurt
about this, wrote: “I do not seek renown for myself. I
care little for the world’s applause, which at best is
very hard to maintain even when justly yours, and giv-
en often, where they cannot and will not discriminate
and justly award.”

For his achievements, Samuel Morse became a
international superstar and received decorations from Pen and ink sketch of Samuel Morse and
the heads of numerous countries in Europe, but the rep- Alfred Vail.
utation of his modest partner was allowed to suffer.

In 1848, aged 57, Samuel Breeze Morse married his penniless cousin, the 26
year old Sarah Elizabeth (née Griswold) and had four more children.

In 1858, Vail married Amanda Orpha (née Eno).

In 1859, Alfred Lewis Vail died in poverty at the young age of 52.

Morse became a famous man who settled down to a life of wealth and family.

He was generous in his financial gifts to universities, religious organizations and

strugghng artists. In h1s retirement he grew a long beard that turned white, giving him
: the appearance of a man of great

% knowledge and wisdom.

d Before and after his death, the

validity of his inventions was unsuc-

cessfully challenged by Charles

{ Thomas Jackson, Joseph Henry and
@ Alfred Vail’s son Stephen. Samuel
Morse died of pneumonia in 1872,
aged 80, at his home in New York.

The above was published in New York in May 1870

A painting depicting the first telegram, sent on
May 24t", 1881. Professor Samuel Morse is and details Morse’s earliest apparatus for
seated, sending the dispatch “What has God fecelving; Morse telegrams;

wrought”, as dictated by Miss Annie Ellsworth.
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Patient Waiter (cont.)

Footnotes

1. The father of Annie Ellsworth was Henry Ellsworth, the US Patent Commissioner,
who had supported Samuel Morse’s invention and helped secure funding for it. On
24th May 1844, Annie handed Samuel Morse a bit of paper (the first telegram) on
which she had written the biblical phrase from the book of Numbers 23:23, “What hath
God wrought” (What has God done).

2. Dr Charles Thomas Jackson had visited Europe for three years where he studied
both medicine and geology. During this time, he had met prominent European sci-
entists and physicians. He claimed later that it was his original ideas that led to the cre-
ation of the electromagnetic telegraph.

3. Hans Christian Oersted discovered in 1820 that electrical currents create magnet-
ic fields.

4. Michael Faraday, known for his 1831 Law of electromagnetic induction.

5. Joseph Henry invented and constructed, in 1830, extremely powerful magnets. See
Ron Cook’s article about Joseph Henry in OTN 39, September 2007, pages 11, 12 and
13.

6. More on the Vail Correspondent key in OTN 66, September 2020, page 15.

7. It was said by Samuel Morse supporters that Vail, in public and private writings, nev-
er claimed the code for himself. According to one researcher, in a February 1838 letter
to his father, Judge Stephen Vail, Alfred wrote, “Professor Morse has invented a new
plan of an alphabet and has thrown aside the Dictionaries.”

In an 1845 book, Vail wrote describing Morse’s telegraph and attributed the code
to Samuel Morse. However, for a different view, please read the story on

website:  https://telegraphy.eu/pagina/artikels/About- Morse-Vail-v4-2jan2021.pdf

For some variations of Morse code, see Morsum Magnificat No 19, page 2, at: http://
www.n7cfo.com/tgph/Dwnlds/
mm/mm.htm

DX Engineering—Where New Hams
Get the Help They Need! ENGINEERING

You'll find handheld, mobile, base station, and Go-Kit start up
packages—plus friendly support from active hams—to help you get
on the air fast!
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Ultimate Award Application Center
Have you wanted to “chase paper’ but the management and cost was just too

much? There is now a “single point of upload” to manage and receive major awards and
certificates at no cost—AJ8B—ARBill

UltimateAAC (64) V2.6.8 (23 OthOYZV'IVS:(XD.AJSS ) ] - 7 — (]
*® ¢ g N | 2D S @) & B35 M
/ Qs U ."“ S OeRPEO ()
Welcome to the
Ultimate Award Application Center

X

I happen to be on a QRZ.com |,
page of an avid FT8 DXer from Ser-
bia and read about something called
UAAC. UAAC is an abbreviation for
the Ultimate Award Application Cen-
ter. DKSUR has built a very easy to
use and understand interface that sub-
mits the appropriate QSOs to various
clubs that offer awards. Each of these
awards has a very colorful certificate
for reaching various levels. Once a
month I load an .adif file of my log-
book into the UAAC and it evaluates B ke e s
what awards I have become eligible [
for. The software then applies to the
appropriate clubs, and I am notified that I have indeed earned a certain level or a new
award. The UAAC is a single interface for at least 9 different clubs that offer awards for
activity.

These awards are downloadable as soon as you earn them. All of this is available at
no cost. Since my interest in UAAC has started, I have joined the each of the participat-
ing clubs. After you explore these options and then register for the ones that you are in-
terested in, you will receive a membership number from each group. The UAAC app
even allows you to apply from the app for each of these organizations, so you don’t have
to visit 9 different websites to sign up. Load your membership number in to the UAAC
and then have the UAAC app evaluate your logbook. In my case, within a few hours, I
received about 30 certificates from the organizations. The software can be accessed at
http://epc-mc.eu/index.php?

option=com phocadownload&view=category&id=1:ultimateaac&lang=en

On the next page are examples of some of the awards that [ have achieved and in-
formation about some of the representative clubs. This has been a great amount of fun. I
have never thought of myself as a “paper chaser”, but I eagerly await the results of each
upload each month. The certificates are professionally done and VERY colorful. My only
criticism is that there are TOO many certificates to earn. For example, there are awards
for working Chilean stations. For each level of 5, 10, 15, 25, 50, QSOs etc, you will re-
ceive acknowledgment of a new level achieved. With the newest release of UAAC, you
can select which awards you will qualify for and which you are not interested in. Give
this a try — it really is a load of fun.

YB6 _DXC
™

&5

°
DiGiTAL MoDEs;

| T ArdE 6271 km Renart-11 75
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URAC (cont.)

terdDigitaliGioip
= Caribbean:Islands Rward

s qie
. IPRE -
This certifies the holdetpf thist
16 Canbbean Ent.
ewrh

2NN - 2N Mater Ninital Gronn
S O Sl E OGS Naa S e

300 pigital Contacts on 30 Meters

This certifies the holder of this Certificate has worked
300 Contacts on 30 Meters Digital modes

aAjss
Bill Salyers
~277% ~

This is to certify the holder of this certificate has worked
10 Europcun entitics on 30 Meters Digitul Modes

AJ8B |

JOMDG - Promoting digital activity Lo :I:’f“
on war uniqee 30 Meter Band Date: 23 Apedl 2019
" 30 Meters Best Kept Secret Twsued by: Barry, MOIOW
of HF Ham Radie™ Officlal Award Manager
ATATe TS
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URAC (cont.)

30M Digital Modes Group

(I have had a passion for operating 30 M since the allocation was assigned to hams
at the WRC conference in 1979. In fact, Chod Harris, VP2ML, offered the very first
DXCC award for 30 meters. | was fortunate enough to earn #79 in the world for 30

meters. | have chased DX on 30 meters nearly every day since then! - Bill AJ8B)
From the 30 Meter Digital Group Website (http://www.30mdg.org/intro.html)

Our goal is to promote the use of digital
| modes on the 30 meter band and awareness on how
great this band is - plus provide place for like minded
operators with the same interests. We will promote
awareness of this unique HF band which many have
called 'the best kept secret' in Ham Radio and
encourage good digital operating practices, the use of
different digital modes, experimenting, known weekly
or monthly activities, skeds/spots,
il ; antennas, and study propagation for 30 meters.
This s e v il (N G Sk NRORR There is no HF band in our minds, better to

Tl e b ity HERE T | support and promote, than 30 meters - which in the

% AJSB ‘ U U.S. is the only LOW POWER, Digital ONLY

i i fptnenlll  (includes CW), NON-CONTEST band. (note: this is a
4 I WARC band so we do not promote contests on 30

meters - the group/members would NOT participate if
this idea was ever suggested - again NO CONTESTS but we will promote activity)

Some other reasons to join this Group:

It is FREE! This site is supported by donations only, no Group fees, no hoops to jump - join and
have fun on the band.

If you have never explored or used 30 Meters then there is no better time than now to explore - this
group is dedicated to the 30 Meter Digital band.

If you are a seasoned Digital Mode Operator using other bands like 20 or 40 meters and are looking
for a virtually under used band that has unique propagation qualities similar to both 20 and 40
Meters, then don't skip over 30 meters! You get the best of both bands here on 30 Meters, be it
local propagation to World-Wide DX (it is open somewhere 24/7)

New to digital modes? We are dedicated Digital Operators, so join, look around and ask questions-
then get on the band!

Don't like Contest Weekends, then join in on this NO CONTEST 30 Meter WARC band as there is
plenty of room to have some very nice qso's/ragchews or work some DX while others are
scrambling for a clear spot on other crowded bands with sometimes, poor operating practices.

30 Meters ( in the U.S. and in some other Countries) is the only HF Digital ONLY band, so it
certainly makes sense to use and promote digital activity on this Digital ONLY band.

To join 30MDG: http://www.30mdg.org/join.html

(Cont. on Next Page)
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= The European Phase Shift Keying Club |,

EPC :f

This is to certify that a holder of this certificate is an active member of the European PSK Club
and is hereby extended all rights, privileges and status as a member of this esteemed group.

AJ8B
Bill S. Salyers
#27762

European Phase Shift Keying Club

DA

The European PSK Club, or EPC for
short, is an informal club of amateur radio
operators dedicated to maintaining high lev-

=

-4

=

.

-

[
| @

els of amateur radio communications on PSK

I>FIREC"HINT

I
i

< l{ily Wpban  vxsix Dute: 003 October 2018

Modes. Its purpose is to promote activity and ‘ .
| = —llme mCo@AE-- R

good operating practice on the PSK modes

on all amateur bands. Membership is FREE
for any licensed radio amateur, club or SWL.
All of our managers serve on a voluntary basis. A high quality and colorful membership certificate
in PDF format is sent via email to new members when membership is granted. Each new member
is assigned a unique "EPC Number" which is retained for life. A EPC number is never re issued
and it is listed in the Membership Records forever. All EPC members are eligible to participate in
various club's activities and award programmes. (https://eupsk.club/ )

European Digital Club

EUROPEANROSCLUB (ERC) is a non-profit A =
association created in 2010, it is legally consti- = ;

tuted and registered in the National Registry of
Associations with the number 602842 .
ERC is the first Spanish association in

DIGITAL MODES and is recognized and regis-
e

tered as an Amateur Radio Association in the |F Jgb>
Registry of the Secretary of State for Telecom- " ",‘1}
munications and for the Information Society 05 1 k"

with number 280 and indicative EASRKE. : 35 M AT Bf11 S. Salyers
We want the group to be always active, £L05.2020 L ERCHO4CTS
and for that we need the collaboration of all the

members, contributing ideas or sending any

information that you think may be interesting for everyone.

The purpose of ERC is to encourage all of us who work with digital modes, not only to do
DX, but also to create beautiful designs for diplomas from the different countries, entities and
modes of transmission, such as mobile, portable and maritime mobile, and that all the operators of
each country have access to the certificates that we design, that is why almost all the certificates are
from stations of different countries.

(Cont. on Next Page)
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ERC associates are not charged dues. ERC only receives voluntary donations made
by members who want to help the Club and with this ERC expenses are covered.

In order to obtain the ERC diplomas, it is necessary to be a member of the ERC. At
ERC all digital modes are valid for your diplomas. At the time of writing these words at
ERC we are close to 9,000 members and 2,700,000 diplomas have been awarded to our
members since we have been working with UltimateAAC.

FT8 Digital Modes Club

How was the FT8DMC formed? It was in the summer of 2017, ac-
tually a short time later after K1JT released the new FT8 mode
with WSJT-X. I was very busy with JT65 on the 6m band at that
time and of course immediately tried FT8 on that band and real-
ized the great advantages, also on all other bands, this was the time
when my friend Hannes, OE1SGU and myself thought about
founding a FT8 club.

The FT8DMC was founded on July 12, 2017, by Jo Engel—
brecht, OE6VIE and Hannes Grunsteidl, OEISGU after recogniz-
ing the fast growth and the need for a club for FT8. Our aim is to provide a worldwide
meeting point and platforms for users of FT8 and similar modes, especially for newcom-
ers and less-experienced amateur radio operators and SWLs.

Within only 2 days, we already had more than 100 members and the new award
program was launched shortly after. Now we count more than 19,000 members from all
over the world.

Everyone with an open mind and interest in FT8 is welcome to join the club. For
us, FT8 is a valuable addition to the other established modes in amateur. We also see FT8
as a chance for those challenged to cope with various difficulties modern society brings.
Many of our members are all-rounders and FT8 is a new challenge for them.

All FT8DMC members are eligible to participate in various club activities and
aware programs. Now, more than 200 different awards are available and so far, more than

1.6 MILLION awards have been issued.
All our team members are volunteers, and we have no financial interest, means

all our service is free of charge.

LN s 4 Sy p—
DAD'E _olafi\@@ TAFHONS’AWA

w
FT8
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Club Contacts

Outgoing President,
NR&8Z—Tom Inglin

nr8z@arrl.net

President and Newsletter Editor
AJ8B—BIll Salyers

aj8b@arrl.net

Vice-President
WE8KJ—Kevin Jones
w&kj(@bcara.net

Treasurer & DX Dinner
Chairman

WE8RKO—Mike Suhar,
msuhar@woh.rr.com
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Club Contacts

Secretary
KC8CKW-—Mindi Jones

kc8ckw(@fuse.net

DX Grant Committee Chairman
WEGEX—IJoe Pater

w8gex(@aol.com

DX Dinner Moderator &
DX Forum Chairman
K47Z1LE—IJay Slough

kd4zle(@yahoo.com

DX Dinner Prize Chairman
K4YJ—Dwight Kelly
k4vi@frontier.com

SWODXA Station
TrusteeWSEX

KC8RP—Richard Pestinger
rpestinger@gmail.com
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SouthWest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA)
Club Fact Sheet

Who We Are: SWODXA is comprised of active DX'ers and contesters with a deep passion for all

aspects of Amateur Radio. We welcome everyone who is interested in joining our club to please
contact us. SWODXA members are active in all facets of DX and Contesting. We also travel to, and
fund various DXpeditions all over the world. SWODXA sponsors the annual DX Dinner held on the
Friday evening of Hamvention weekend in Dayton, Ohio. In addition, SWODXA members moderate
the Hamvention DX Forum and host the W8DXCC DX Convention. SWODXA is proud sponsor of the
prestigious D XPedition of theYear Award.

DX Donation Policy: The policy supports major DXPeditions that meet our requirements for

financial sponsorship. Details are available on the website at: https://www. swodxa.org/dxgrant-

ap_plication/ and elsewhere in this newsletter

Club History: The Southwest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA) is one of the country’s premier
amateur radio clubs. Though loosely formed in mid-1977, the club had its first formal organization-
al meeting in August of 1981 where Frank Schwob, W8OK (sk), was elected our first President.
While organized primarily as a DX club, SWODXA members are active in all aspects of our hobby.

Requirements for Membership: We welcome all hams who have an interest in DXing. It
doesn’t matter whether you’re a newcomer, or an old-timer to DXing; everyone is welcome!

Visit http: // swodxa.org/ member.htm

Meetings: The club meets on the second Thursday of each month at Hunter Pizzeria in Franklin,
OH, and virtually via ZOOM. Members gather early in the private room for dinner and then a
short business agenda at 6:30 PM, followed by a program. If you enjoy a night out on the town with
friends, you’ll enjoy this get together. Meeting attendance is NOT a requirement for membership.

Club Officers: Four presiding officers and the past president (or past VP) make up the Board of
Directors The current roster of officers are: Past President Tom Inglin, NR8Z, President Bill Saly-
ers, AJ8B; Vice President Kevin Jones, W8K]; Secretary Mindi Jones, KC8 CKW, and Treasurer Mike
Suhar, W8RKO.

Website: We maintain websites at www.swodxa.org and www.swodxaevents.org managed by Bill,

AJ8B. These sites provide information about a variety of subjects related to the club and DXing,
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SouthWest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA)
DX Donation Policy

The mission of SWODXA is to support DXing and major DXpeditions by providing

funding. A funding request from the organizers ofa planned DXPedition should be directed

to the DX committee by filling out an online funding request.

(https://www.swodxa.org/dx-grant-application/ )

The DX Grant committee will determine how well the DXPedition plans meet key

considerations (see below). If the DX Grant committee recommends supporting the DXPe-

dition in question, a recommended funding amount is determined based on the criteria be-

low. The chairman of the committee will make a recommendation at the general meeting on

the donation.

Factors Affecting a DXPedition Funding Request Approval

DXPedition destination

Website with logos of club

SpOIlSOI'S

Survey

Ranking on the Clublog Most Wanted

QSLs with logos of club sponsors

Online logs and pilot stations

Logistics and transportation costs

Number of operators and their cre-

Number of stations on the air

dentials
LoTW log submissions Bands, modes and duration of
operation
H40GC H44GC Z19HR XX9D HKONA FT4TA
KH1/KH7Z EP2A FI5ZM C21GC VK9WA NHS8S
K4M CY9C VKIMA PTOS FT4JA YJOX
6060 VP6D TO4E XROZR VP8STI VP8SGI
WIAW/KHS KIN 3D2C VKOEK S21ZBB E30FB
STORY TI9/3Z9DX VKOMT K5P 9U4M TX3X
VU7AB 3Y0Z 3COL TX7EU CEOZ 3CI1L
TI9A 3D2CR 3B7A K9wW VU7RI 6070
C21WW CE0Z T30GC T30L D68CCC WSKKF/WP5
K5D 3Y0] T33A 3Y0] CY9C
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