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Why Join SWODXA?

¢

One of the top
DX clubs in
the world

Sponsor of the
coveted

DXpedition of
the Year Award

Host of the DX
Forum at
Hamvention

Sponsor & Host
of the DX Din-
ner during
Hamvention

Active, wel-
coming members

Informative
newsletters

Great Meeting
Programs

All for $20!

Www. swodxa.org/
membership-info

swobXa

WWW . SWODXA . ORG

SouthWest Ohio DX Ossociation

The Prez says.....

As I was about to publish this Fall
newsletter, my grandson reminded me that
there are about 95 days until Christmas!
What a crazy thought. Time really does
fly.

We had a great turnout at the Septem-
ber meeting and that is a great sign. We
have hams entering contests, filling band TN \
slots, competing in the Marathon and chasing ATNOs—-all
great things to be doing especially with the low bands
starting to support propagation. Don’t forget to let us
know what you are up to like Ernie, W8EH did (page 3) or
K4ZLE— Jay did. (page 4)

Should be some SEDCO stories coming my way I hope.
Take a minute to read the newsletter, but especially the
last article on a new Proposal for Honor Roll. From what I
have seen (and been accosted about a couple of times),
there are generally two camps— You have achieved HR and
don’t want any changes or you haven’t are looking for a
reason to chase DX.

PLEASE share Table of Contents
your thoughts—
this is your Club Calendar 2 WhatsApp 26
hobby . Member News 3  Honor Roll 31
Proposal
B K kl 4 1 tact 7
73 & GUD DX Grass nuckle Club Contacts 3
ang
ZS6ZA Inter- 6 Club Fact Sheet 39
AJ8B => Bill view
Book Review 13 DXpedition Do- 40
nation Policy
3YQK 19
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SWODXA 2026-2027 Calendar

September 2026

5-6 All Asian DX SSB Contest

5 CWops CW Open
10 SWODXA Meeting

12-14 ARRL Sept. VHF Contest

12-13 WAE DX SSB Contest
26-27 CQWW RTTY

October 2026
8 SWODXA Meeting
24-25 CQWW DX SSB

November 2026
7-9 ARRL SS CW
12 SWODXA Meeting
21-23 ARRL SS SSB
28-29 CQWW DX Cw

December 2026
4-6 ARRL 160M CW
10 SWODXA Meeting
21-13 ARRL 10M
26-27 Stew Perry 160M CW

January 2027
2-3 ARRL RTTY Roundup
14 SWODXA Meeting
16-18 ARRL January VHF
29-31 CQWW 160M CW

February 2027
11 SWODXA Meeting
13-14 CQWW WPX RTTY
20-21 ARRL DX CW
26-28 CQWW 160M SSB

March 2027
6-7 ARRL DX SSB
11 SWODXA Meeting
27-28 CQWW WPX SSB

April 2027
8 SWODXA Meeting
17-18 CQMM DX Contest

May 2027
13 SWODXA Meeting
21 SWODXA DX Dinner
21-23 Dayton Hamvention
29-30 CQWW WPX CW

June 2027
10 SWODXA Meeting
12-13 ARRL VHF
19-20 All Asian CW
26-27 ARRL Field Day

July 2027
18-19 CQWW VHF (Digital)

August 2026
14-Milford ARC Hamfest
14-15 WAE DX CW
28-29 Ohio QSO Party

The Exchange—Fall 2026
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ATNOs— Carol, K4SAF landed two ATNOs in August. She worked Franz Josef
Land, RITFJL and Papua New Guinea, P29YY. When they confirm, they will be
#298 and 299 for her.

I also worked P29YY. It was a one-man DXpedition with 100 watts and a
vertical. It was ATNO #316 (current) for me. I was already asleep when she
worked them and she then woke me up. I worked them in a fog and went back
to sleep. The next morning, I was not sure if I worked them of dreamt it?
Had to go check the log...and the QSO was real. I had P29YY confirmed al-
ready. He is an Amazing one man band.

73, Danny, W@JMP

Congrats to you both!

I just returned from a 2 week vacation to
Michigan's west coast. One of my goals was to
activate several parks for POTA, when not doing
other fun activities. I operated mostly from my
camper while staying at three different state
parks. In the camper I was using my Icom IC-705
and Hardrock 50 watt amplifier. I did mostly
FT8 but had some CW mixed in.

I worked 13 DX and made over 900 contacts
in the two week period. I was able to activate
8 parks on this trip, with 5 of them from the
SUV using the Yaesu FT-891 and ATAS 120a anten-
na.

The antenna at the camper was a 36' end
fed long wire using a 9:1 transformer and 16’
counterpoise. I held it up in a vertical con-
figuration using my 41' fiberglass pole in a
flag pole mount at the back of the camper. At
Van Buren State Park I used this wire antenna
to make contacts on 10 bands, 160-10 meters. 160 was the hard one.

The attached picture is from Grand Haven State Park, where our
campsite was right on the beach. Notice that I placed a flag at the top to
make my neighbors think it was just a flag pole.
¢ Ernie, W8EH

Well Done!!!

%ﬁ“—“ﬂ The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—"l’“"f
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Come and Join the Gang—
The Brass Knuckles Gane

By Jay Slough— K4ZLE

This is not a gang akin to the Bloods, Crips,
MS-13 or the like. This is a specialized one that
promotes CW operating on 2 meters. What’s in a
name? Look at the picture and you will see two sub-
tle allusions to CW operation. Good ops have a
good fist and the rest of us do not. CW operators
are also called brass pounders. The brass knuckle
gang moniker incorporates both references in a fun
way. That is what they want to accomplish; make it
fun! Do you get the get the picture or does it need
to be pounded into you? To properly use brass knuckles one must make a
fist!

I was introduced to this gang at their display at the Huntsville Ham-
fest. As I walked past, they asked if I wanted to join. I chuckled and
said, “CW on 2meters. Who ya gonna talk to? The guy or gal next door?”

I listened to them anyway. They had a few Quansheng handhelds on the table
with paddles and keys connected thereto. These puppies are in the same
neighborhood, price wise, as the Beofengs and similar Chinese radios. How-
ever, these models can be heavily hacked with versions that add features
not available on similar brands. In addition to adding the ability to do
true CW (not MCW on FM or AM, but true A1 CW), some of the other features
are: DSB TX and RX, useful utility features, RF activity logs, improved au-
dio profiles, visual RSSI (signal strength) meters, and spectrum analysis.

I joined! Why? For the fun of it! It is not a club; it is a gang
and there are no dues.

Like any gang, there are initiation requirements. You simply have to
make a qualified CW “Q” on 2m, with a gang member. Which strongly implies
you need a radio capable of doing that. This is where the Quanshengs come
into the picture. Since they are so cheap and easily hackable with the
modified firmware, there models UV-5s and UV-6s are the way to get on and
play with the rest of the gang.

Heard It.

Worked It.
Logged It.

Qﬁ”’"‘“ The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—‘m
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Brass Knuckles Gang (cont.)

While it is not a club, their web URL is bkg.club. There you will
find more info about this gang. As stated thereon, they proclaim to be, “A
law-abiding, FCC-respecting gang 4 amateur radio operators!!” The gang has
3 bylaws as stated on the website:

“NEVER TALK ABOUT BKG

EXCEPT u should actually talk about it ALL THE TIME and bring it up 2
everyone u meet!! Spread the word. Recruit the worthy. 2m CW needs MORE op-
erators!!!

THE PROPER ROGER

Members must make a thoughtful effort 2 send at least one "proper Rog-
er"” per contact (QSO). Failure 2 do so may result in EXCOMMUNICATION!!

THE QRL FORMALITY

Always send "QRL?" (Is the frequency busy?) before taking a frequen-
cy. This is done strictly as a formality on 2-meter CW — but WE DO IT ANY-
WAY!! «

Do not ask me what a “proper Roger” is. I will probably be excommu-
nicated for not giving one!

As of this writing there are
only 2 gang members in the local

. ) DXers Have m
area and 8 in all of Ohio. Just m A Choice

for kicks, I will start monitor- st

bdba.

ing the gang frequency (144.025) | The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be sent via
as soon as I get my Quansheng email to your home or office Monday through Friday, and

| . 2 includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL infor-
converted! Wll:.l I hear you on: mation, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and much,
Let me close with the usual 73 much more. With a subscription to The Daily DX, you will

« ” | also receive DX news flashes and other interesting DX
and a “proper Roger”! tidbits. Subscriptions are $49.00 for one year or $28.00
for 6 mos.

The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX that can
be sent weekly to your home or office via email in the form
of a PDF (portable document format). It includes DX
news, |IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL information, a DX
Calendar, propagation forecast and graphics. Subscrip-
tions are $27.00 for one year.

Get two weeks of The Daily DX or a sample of
The Weekly DX free by sending a request to
bernie@dailydx.com, or at http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm.

%ﬁ“—“ﬂ The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—m
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It’s been a while since we had an interview in the news-
letter. For this newsletter, ZS6ZA kindly agreed to answer
our questions.

AJ8B: How did you first get interested in amateur radio?

ZS6ZA: I got interested in amateur radio in 1978 when I was stationed at
Rundu, Namibia during the South African Border War. We were using long dis-
tance HF military radios for communication. It was the peak of CB radios as
well and in my spare time I made many DX contacts. I went on to learn about
propagation and efficient antennas. I wanted to do my Amateur license, but
the opportunity only arose whilst I spent 10 years in the UK. In 2012 I
joined a Club in the UK and passed all three the UK licenses and obtained
the call sign M@ZAN. On my return to South Africa in 2013 I was issued a
reciprocal license and my current call sign of ZS6ZA. I joined a local club
and participate in many activities. I like going out in the wild and play-
ing HF radio, either some Field Station or SOTA activities.

ZS — South African amateur radio call sign prefix
6 — Regional (Provincial) call sign designation
ZA — Individual station identifier

MY RADIO INTERESTS

HF Communications

DXing & Long-Distance Contacts

VHF / UHF Communications

Portable & Field Operations

Antenna Design & Experimentation

Radio Equipment & Technology

QSL Card Collecting & Amateur Radio Logging

%ﬁ“—“ﬂ The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—‘m
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ZS6ZA (cont.)

AJ8B: Do you have a favorite band or mode?

ZS6ZA:My favorite mode is SSB on all HF bands. I used to operate FT8 but I

find that mode boring and not challenging. I also do CW mainly during some

competitions, hunting for any new ATNO. I have 279 DXCC on LoTW and WAS on

many bands. I sometime work DMR contacts, when band conditions are bad, but
prefer HF radio.

I combine practical station operation with an interest in:
ANTENNAS - PROPAGATION - DX < FIELD RADIO - EXPERIMENTATION
From a home station to portable locations, the objective is simple:

MAKE THE CONTACT — ENJOY THE RADIO

AJ8B: What time of day and days do you like to operate?

ZS6ZA:Usually I operate mid afternoon or in the evening. We have a daily lo-
cal Net in the afternoon on 40m and I have met the most wonderful operators
on it. If propagation conditions are good, I have a SSB rag-chew early in
the morning with some Australian Stations on 10m.

AJ8B: Any secrets to your success?

ZS6ZA:The “secret” to success is probably not one piece of equipment or one
antenna. It is the combination of experience, persistence, curiosity, and
enjoyment of the hobby.

My Formula for Success:

1. EXPERIENCE
Years of listening, operating, experimenting and learning build an instinct
for what is happening on the bands.

2. LISTEN FIRST

A successful operator knows that great contacts often come from listening
carefully before transmitting—finding the right moment and understanding
the band.

3. PROPAGATION AWARENESS
Knowing when a band is likely to open, where signals are coming from and how
conditions are changing can make an enormous difference.

4. GOOD ANTENNAS

You don't necessarily need the most expensive radio. A well-designed,
properly installed antenna and efficient station setup can be more im-
portant.

Qﬁ”w The Exchange—l:all 2026 Qﬁ”—‘m
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ZS6ZA (cont.)

5. PATIENCE & PERSISTENCE
DX doesn’'t always happen when you want it to. Staying with it, trying anoth-
er band or changing tactics is a major part of success.

6. EXPERIMENTATION
Trying different antennas,

frequencies, modes and operating locations turns

the hobby into a continuous learning experience.

7. KEEP LOGGING

A good logbook turns individual contacts into a history of your radio jour-
ney—and helps you recognize patterns in propagation and operating condi-

tions.

8. ENJOY THE CONTACT

The best operators don’'t simply collect contacts. They enjoy the people,
places, technology and challenge behind each QSO.

I am only a small station compared to many others,

but that makes the hobby

more challenging, exiting and rewarding.

AJ8B: Any tips that you can share?

ZS6ZA:1 believe in using the best logging software that you enjoy and can

master.

Be patient as a rule in making contacts,

but get radio active. Key

that mic and be surprised by who replies to the call.

AJ8B: Describe what you are currently using:

ZS6ZA:My station is a practical,

Kenwood TS-570S Radio and Ken-
wood TL-922 Linear Amplifier
(0ld School) as I love scouting
the band for signals by ear and
not like the newer SDR radios,
by vision. I have other HF, VHF
and UHF radios to use, when the
need arises.

I use a home built multi-
band seven element cobweb anten-
na for 40 to 6m, a modified TH3
three element Yagi antenna for
10 and 12m, and an Off Center
dipole antenna for 80 to 6m. All
the antennas are 8m (24 feet) or
more in height.

The Exchange—FaH 2026

equipment-focused amateur radio setup built
around HF DX, experimentation and versatile field operation.

I mainly use a

International
DX
Association

Making DX Happen
Since 1983

Support DXpeditions

. WWW.INDEXA.ORG
Jom

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
OFi0)
% ﬁ INDEXA ,@ indexa_dx
=

International DX Association

2309 Lincoln Ave, Saint Albans, WV 25177, USA INDEM




PAGE 9 THE EXCHANGE

ZS6ZA (cont.)

AJ8B: What advice do you have for those of us trying to break pileups to
work DX?

ZS6ZA:My best advice for breaking a DX pileup is:
Don't compete with the pileup — find the rhythm.

A pileup is usually won by timing and listening, not by transmitting more
power.

1. LISTEN — A LOT
Before calling, listen to the DX station for several minutes

2. FIND THE PATTERN
Most good operators develop a rhythm:

DX calls — station answers — DX acknowledges — brief exchange — DX
calls again.

Don't call randomly. Call when you know the DX operator is listening.

3. USE SPLIT PROPERLY

If the DX station says “UP”, don't transmit on the DX frequency. Lis-
ten to where successful stations are calling. If they’'re working stations
around, say, 5-10 kHz above the DX frequency, that's where you should con-
centrate your listening.

4. DON'T CALL OVER EVERYONE
One clean, well-timed call is often better than five consecutive
calls.

5. CALL AT THE RIGHT MOMENT

When the DX operator finishes a QSO, don't immediately transmit with
everyone else. Listen for the instant when the frequency clears. Then give
your call sign once, clearly and confidently.

6. MAKE YOUR SIGNAL CLEAN
You don't necessarily need enormous power. A distorted, over-driven
amplifier can actually make you harder to copy.

7. WORK THE PROPAGATION

If the band is marginal, don't fight a pileup that you're unlikely to
overcome. Try another band or wait for propagation to improve. Sometimes the
best pileup technique is simply:

“Come back later.”

Qﬁ”w The Exchange—l:all 2026 Qﬁ”—‘m
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ZS6ZA (cont.)

8. BE PATIENT
If you've called 20 times without success, change something.

Try:
A different time
Another band
Another antenna
A different part of the pileup
Waiting for the pileup to thin out

Listen to the stations the DX is NOT answering. You can learn an enor-
mous amount from who is being ignored. If the DX station is repeatedly work-
ing Europe, for example, and I am calling from South Africa, I may need to
wait until propagation changes or the operator specifically asks for another
region.

MY RULE: LISTEN MORE THAN YOU TRANSMIT.

Hear the DX — understand the rhythm — predict the opening — call once -
listen. And perhaps the most important rule: Never let frustration make you
a bad operator.

A pileup can be chaotic. A calm operator who listens carefully often has a
much better chance of getting through than someone who simply transmits
louder and more often.

A

-Become a Better DXer, no matter your current level.

«Entry level DXers and seasoned DXers will all learn something.
«Each podcast focuses on a specific topic and will feature several
guests in a roundtable format to analyze the topic at hand.

To listen, go to your favorite Podcast service and download
The DX Mentor and subscribe. If you prefer YouTube, subscribe to
The DX Mentor YouTube® channel.

More information can be found by emailing the
thedxmentor@gmail.com

%ﬁ”’"‘“ The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—"—"’-"f
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ZS6ZA (cont.)

AJ8B: What is your favorite contest?

ZS6ZA:My favorite contest is a CW contest like CQWW CW, although I don’t
participate in many. I prefer hunting rare DX stations.

AJ8B: Any QSLing hints?

ZS6ZA:1 use LoTW and eQSL. Whenever I received a QSL card I used to send
mine back too. But, our South African Postal Service has collapsed and is
now non existent. So, I cannot send any QSL Cards by post.

AJ8B: What coaching/advice would you give new amateurs?

ZS6ZA:Join a local club. Find an Elmer or another Ham that can guide and
help you on your Ham journey. Make friends and participate in club activi-
ties. Be radio active. Enjoy the hobby and contacts.

AJ8B: What local food would you want me to try?

ZS6ZA:1If you're visiting South Africa, I'd want you to try biltong and boer-
ewors—two classic South African favourites.

Biltong — air-dried, seasoned meat, traditionally beef or game. It's espe-
cially good as a snack while travelling or out on safari.

Boerewors — a traditional South African sausage, usually grilled over a

braai (barbecue). Have it with fresh bread or pap and tomato-and-onion rel-
ish.

For something uniquely South African and a little more adventurous, try bil-
tong made from game meat such as kudu or springbok.

African braai, add boere- . "i_df !‘*“Am°“”“”“”‘*' peas

ITU: 57 CO: 38

Start With a proper South >- ‘.‘b - ' = -'\'!. “ S O U T H A F R I C A — LOCATOR

wors, steak, pap (cornmeal) =
and sauce, and finish with
a piece of biltong.

I p
That's a taste of South Af- & =

rica I'd be happy to intro- § S
duce to any visitor!

7/;/1;(/1( Yo /t

HOPE TO HEAR Y

[ CONFIRMING
0SO WITH

uTC BAND MODE RST

-

//_ CO ZONE 38 ‘ ITU ZONE 57 GRID LOCATOR: KG&3eu

\ﬁm The Exchange—Fall 2026 Aﬁ"“’



PAGE 12 THE EXCHANGE

ZS6ZA (cont.)

AJ8B: If I were to stop by for a visit, what local place would you want us
to visit?

ZS6ZA:My first choice: Kruger National Park
A visitor can potentially see the Big Five:

Lion

African elephant
Leopard

Rhino

African buffalo

But the attraction goes far beyond the Big Five—giraffe, zebra, hippo,
wildebeest, antelope, hyena and hundreds of bird species make the park ex-
ceptional. For someone staying around Johannesburg, I'd recommend allowing
at least 3-4 days rather than trying to do it as a rushed day trip.

I'd also recommend Constitution Hill as a stop. It combines South Af-
rican history, architecture and a genuinely meaningful sense of place.

For a more relaxed experience, Walter Sisulu National Botanical Garden
is another excellent choice—beautiful landscapes, birdlife and a chance to
get away from the city.

And for ZS6ZA...

It would also fit perfectly with my Radio Safari concept: a vehicle,
portable amateur-
radio equipment, a
suitable antenna and
the African bush as
the operating envi-
ronment.

“Wildlife by day —
DX by night.”

73 de ZS6ZA Etienne

Qﬁﬂ"m The Exchange—FaH 2026 Qﬁ”—"m
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Book Review: Dream Big and Dare to Fail'

By Cezar, VE3LYC. Book Review by AJ8B— Bill

As an amateur radio operator and DX enthu-
siast, you may find Dream Big and Dare to Fail
especially interesting because it is much more
than a collection of travel stories. Written by
Cezar Trifu, VE3LYC, the book details his Is-
lands on the Air (IOTA) expeditions to some of
the world's most remote and difficult island
locations, many of which ranked among the most
wanted island groups by IOTA chasers and
DXers.

I was honored to have Cezar on a podcast :
all about the activation of Pajaros Rocks, SA- Cezar Tritu, VEILYC
100. By the time we were finished, I realized
that the podcast was about more than a single
expedition! (https://youtu.be/8NgjQxgaT9I )

l’r/ L —

Cezar was an engaging and energetic guest. I felt compelled to learn
as much about him as I could, and, as a result, the Islands on the Air pro-
gram (IOTA) which I subsequently joined. I felt I needed to learn much more
about anyone who would get me this excited about their activities. So, I
purchased a copy of “Dream Big and Dare to Fail.”

“This book is addressed to all radio amateurs, chasers and activators
alike. It will take you through the voyages I carried out as a solo opera-
tor or team member of various radio expeditions, from the Arctic to the Sub
-Antarctic regions. You will join me along each journey and discover the
challenges encountered in bringing on the air remote islands belonging to
25 I0TA references, 19 of which ranked in the Top #30 on the IOTA Most
Wanted List out of 1136 groups activated to date. Apart from its documen-
tary aspect I wished to provide, I hope that its reading will encourage
everyone to pursue his/her own adventure dream, whichever may be, and
strengthen his/her resolve in coping with all the ups and downs that it may
entail. This project also gave me a new opportunity to acknowledge many of
those who helped me bring my own adventure dreams to life.”

k\ﬁﬂ‘m The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—"m
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I
Book Review (Cont.)

Cezar wrote this explanation and he was 100% correct. I was somewhat
ignorant to the IOTA program, but after talking to Cezar and then reading
this book, I came to realize that Cezar was describing 25 mini-DXpeditions.
Many of them had all the complexities, challenges, and dangers as any other
DXpeditions, just on a smaller scale.

Overview

In Dream Big and Dare to
Fail, Cezar invites readers
into the world of high-risk
DXpeditioning and IOTA acti-
vation, recounting twenty-
five major expeditions to re-
mote islands spanning the
Arctic to the Sub-Antarctic
regions. The book combines
adventure narrative, logisti-
cal planning, technical radio
operations, and personal re-
flection into a highly engaging account of what it takes to activate rare
island locations.

Each chapter focuses on a specific expedition, detailing not only the
operating successes but also the setbacks, challenges, and moments when
failure seemed inevitable. Rather than presenting a polished story of unin-
terrupted success, Cezar openly shares the mistakes, uncertainties, and
perseverance that shaped his accomplishments.
This honestly is one of the book's greatest
strengths and makes me feel that I can do this
also!

The title itself summarizes the book's “7' ' n 'A% )
central theme. Cezar encourages readers to = |\ ¥
pursue ambitious goals despite uncertainty. W@lﬂ]{l d
Although the stories revolve around amateur t?

. — w2PHradio.com —
radio, the lessons are for everyone. The book
demonstrates that meaningful achievements of-
ten require embracing risk and accepting the
possibility of failure.

Qﬁ”w The Exchange—FaH 2026 Qﬁ”—‘m
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Book Review (Cont.)

Authentic Storytelling

This book is great because it feels genuine. Cezar writes as both an
accomplished DXpeditioner, IOTA activator, and an ordinary amateur radio
operator pursuing extraordinary goals. Readers experience the uncertainty
of travel to isolated locations, the challenges of weather and transporta-
tion, and the thrill of finally putting a rare location on the air. Cezar
recounts a morning when he was on Polar Bear Island and his guide came in
to say good-bye! Cezar was caught off guard. His guide left a rifle and
several rounds with him for the bears. The guide cautioned him to wait un-
til the bear was 6 to 10 feet away before shooting! You could feel the con-
cern and nervousness that Cezar felt. However, you also sense his determi-
nation as he went ahead making QSOs; never encountering a bear; at least
not that evening!

Valuable Lessons for DXers

Experienced DXers will appreciate the operational insights woven
throughout the narrative. The book covers planning, transportation, per-
mits, equipment choices, interaction with local communities, and countless
details that can make or break an expedition. The book provides practical
insights into every stage of the DXpedition process.

Exceptional Photography and Production Quality

Numerous color photographs are used throughout the book, helping
readers visualize the rugged environments, remote islands, and operating
conditions.

%ﬁ“—"m The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—"g‘”ﬁ
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Book Review (Cont.)

Overall Impression

Dream Big and Dare to Fail succeeds on several levels. It is an ad-
venture story, a DXpedition handbook, a travel memoir, and a motivational
book all at once. What makes it memorable is not simply the rarity of the
islands activated, but the author's willingness to reveal the persistence,
preparation, and resilience required to achieve those activations. I
highly recommend this book for radio amateurs, particularly DXers and IOTA
enthusiasts. It captures the spirit of amateur radio exploration and re-
minded me that the greatest rewards often come from attempting difficult
things, even when success is uncertain.

I was not sure of the best way to present the book in a review, so I
decided to highlight the categories that I felt Cezar tried to represent.

1. Reaching Remote and Isolated Islands

+ Long and complex travel routes.
* Limited transportation options.
+ Dependence on boats, charter flights, and local transport.

+ Difficult access to islands rarely visited by anyone, let alone radio
operators.

2. Harsh Weather and Environmental Conditions

* Arctic cold and severe weather.
* Exposure to wind, storms, rain, and rough seas.

+ Short operating windows due
to changing conditions.

+ Survival and comfort chal-
lenges while operating in re-
mote locations.

Qﬁ”—"l’fe The Exchange—Fall 2026 %ﬁ”—“ﬂf
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Book Review (Cont.)

3. Logistics and Expedition Planning

+ Transporting radio equipment, antennas, generators, and supplies.
+ Coordinating permits and local approvals.

* Managing budgets and limited resources.

+ Ensuring everything arrives at remote locations intact and on
schedule.

4. Equipment Deployment
+ Setting up stations under difficult field conditions.

+ Erecting antennas where terrain or weather made installation challeng-
ing.

+ Maintaining reliable power and station operation far from infrastruc-
ture.

+ Dealing with failures and unexpected technical problems.

5. Interactions with Local Communities and Authorities
+ Working with residents, guides, and transportation providers.

+ Adapting to cultural and language differences.

Qﬁ“—"m The Exchange—Fall 2026 Qﬁ”—"gf’f
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Book Review (Cont.)

* Obtaining permissions needed to operate from protected or restricted ar-
eas.

+ Building relationships that could determine whether an expedition suc-
ceeds or fails.

6. Operating Under Uncertainty

+ Weather delays.

+ Transportation cancellations.

+ Equipment problems.

+ Unforeseen obstacles that threatened the goals of an expedition.

+ The possibility that months of preparation might result in little or no
operating time.

7. Psychological Challenges

+ Working alone on some expeditions.

* Maintaining motivation when plans unravel.
+ Handling disappointment and setbacks.

+ Continuing despite the real possibility of failure, which is reflected
in the book's title.

My Summary

The main lesson of the book that I came away with is that success in
expeditioning requires accepting uncertainty and learning from setbacks.
Cezar emphasizes that ambitious goals inevitably involve obstacles, and
that perseverance through failures and near-failures is often what makes
eventual success possible.

For DXers, especially those interested in DXpeditions and IOTA acti-
vations, the book serves as a practical case study in managing risk, logis-
tics, and perseverance while pursuing rare and challenging operating oppor-
tunities.

1 https://ve3lyc-book.weebly.com/
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This Article originally appeared in the NorthWest
Indiana DX Club Newsletter, September 2026, and is
reprinted here with their permission.

By Sean Reed-Team Doctor

After many attempts to activate this remote island Ken and company
got it right. Helicopter is the only way to really access the island and
set up! Their pilots were extremely professional with over 20 trips, even
delivering pizza to the operators. The weather for the most part was very
cooperative. You can see that the camp set up went flawlessly and the an-
tennas included yagis, not merely verticals. They had back up equipment and
kept several QRO stations going 24/7.

Congratulations to the team for knocking this one out of the park!
Here is an account by the team’s doctor, Sean Reed:

Bouvet Island is an uninhabited subantarctic volcanic island and de-
pendency of Norway situated at the southern edge of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.
It is the world’s most remote island. Bouvet lies 1,700 km north of Antarc-
tica, 1,845 km south of Gough Island, and 2,520 km south-southwest of the
coast of South Africa. It has an area of 49 km2, 93% of which is covered by
a glacier.

Landing on the island is very difficult, as it normally experiences
high seas, constant winds and features a steep coast.

Bouvet Island was first sighted on January 1, 1739, by the French ex-
plorer Jean-Baptiste Charles Bouvet de Lozier. Due to the imposing cliffs
and challenging weather conditions, he was unable to land on Bouvet. The
first confirmed landing on Bouvet Island happened much later, on
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I
3YOK (cont.)

December 2, 1825, by British sealer George Norris who claimed the island
for the United Kingdom. On December 1st, 1927 the Norwegians landed on the
island claiming it for Norway and the British after taking into considera-
tion how useless the island is, relinquished their claim.

I love visiting remote places and so looked for ways to visit Bouvet
Island. I found that there has been at least one successful tourist landing
in 2006 with Oceanwide Expeditions and a couple of Ham Radio operator expe-
ditions that had made it onto the island (1989 and 2023). There were
also a number of expeditions/trips that made it to Bouvet but were unable
to land (Oceanwide in 2015 and Ham radio operators in 2018). In 2012
Olavtoppen, Bouvet’s highest peak, was summated by 9 climbers. The Norwe-
gians have spent some summers studying the island from a prefabricated
weather station but haven’t been on Bouvet in years. Visits are infrequent
putting the total visitors to step foot on Bouvet between 100-200 people.

I found a website of a Ham Radio expedition leaving for Bouvet Island
on February 1, 2026 by using ChatGpt. I recently finished my Emergency Med-
icine Physician training and so emailed the expedition leadership asking
them if they wanted a doctor to join them. They did ask for a substantial
financial contribution as they didn’t have enough funds to cover the 1.7
million USD cost of the expedition. I wired them my portion and excitedly
took the position of team doctor.

DX Engineering—Where New Hams
Get the Help They Need! ENGINEERING

You’ll find handheld, mobile, base station, and POTA start up
packages—plus friendly support from active hams—to help you get
on the air fast!
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3YOK (cont.)

After a 3 week delay on February 21st, 2026 we set sail from Cape
Town on a medium sized icebreaker ship, the Argus. We were 12 ship crew, 3
helicopter pilots/mechanic, 14 Ham radio operators and 7 “support” team
that included polar region wilderness experts. We spent 7 days on rough
oceans with 5-10 meter waves before arriving at Bouvet. After waiting a day
for a weather window, 7 of our group were able to land on the southeast
corner of Bouvet called Kapp Fie via helicopter before the weather window
closed. We had to wait another 2 days for another weather window to be able
to land the rest of the team/equipment. I was in the second group and found
the first group to be cold, wet and battered as they didn’t have enough
time to adequately set up camp before bad weather hit them. With our entire
team now on the island we were able to put up the rest of camp (total 5
large tents and 5 small tents), eleven Ham radio antennas and then hunkered
down for the next 14 days. We had multiple days of up to 70 mph (60 knots)
winds and -2 to 4 degree Celsius weather. There was frequent rain and fog
that would soak us. We did have one nice weather day while on Bouvet allow-
ing everyone to take a helicopter ride around or over the island. I landed
briefly on the top of Bouvet during my helicopter ride.

Four people in our group had taken a sailboat to Bouvet in 2023 on
the last Ham Radio expedition. They had to swim to the island as they did
not have a helicopter. They noted big changes to Kapp Fie. The glacier had
receded a considerable amount and over a thousand Antarctic fur seals had
moved up the mountain onto the newly exposed terrain. There were at least a
hundred chinstrap and king penguins as well.

Above camp there was a small lake where giant petrels liked to bathe.
There was over a kilometer of exposed rock behind the camp I was able to
explore on days when the winds weren’t too strong. We found two pieces of
wood with a nail in them. No idea how they got there. We ventured a little
onto the glacier but not too far due to fear of crevasses.

The Ham Radio operators managed to make 102,000 radio contacts with
people around the world. I spent my days either watching wildlife, helping
in camp or hiding from the weather. We had occasional ice bergs float by.
Day 15 and 16 on the island we were able to pack up camp and get everyone
back to the ship before a large storm hit the island. It’s only taking us
five days to get back to Cape Town as the seas have been good.
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At times Bouvet Island felt like a prison because there was no way off of
it and the nearest humans were at least 1000 km away. It was a special ex-
perience though watching the animals on the beach and seeing the cold ocean
stretch off into the horizon knowing that this is one of the few places un-
touched by civilization left in the world. Raw nature where no one is com-
ing to help you (because no one can) if anything goes wrong.

Our group was awesome. We started our adventure as strangers and for-
tunately left as friends.

From the medical perspective everything was good minus some sea sick-
ness, diarrhea and a couple small scratches. Our helicopter pilots (who
have worked in Antarctica, Nepal, South Sudan, etc.) reported this as their
scariest and toughest flying job.

Bouvet island is remote and desolate. Its challenging weather and
poor accessibility are fitting for the most remote island in the world. If
you want to visit you will need to get permission to visit from the Norwe-
gian Polar Institute and then charter your own boat that is capable of han-
dling the rough conditions of the Southern Ocean.

Good luck. It’s a true adventure.

Derekx Neison

\ Sydney Austratia
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3YOK (cont.)
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3YOK (cont.)

The strongest of all warriors are these two — time and patience — Leo Tolstoy, writing in War and Peace

This Week in Amateur Radio

North America's Premiere Amateur Radio News Magazine

Stay on Top of all that is Happening in Amateur Radio
via a Podcast. A weekly Radio News Magazine
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In the course of handling emails for the DX Mentor podcast,

I have gotten several emails asking about WhatsApp. What is
it for? How is it used? Why not just use your cell phone to stay in touch?

I thought that a quick article might explain some of these

questions.

by AJ8B— Bill

WhatsApp

WhatsApp for Amateur Radio Operators

Most of us carry smart phones and know that it is one of the most
useful tools for supporting your amateur radio activities. So how can we
take advantage of this?
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What is WhatsApp?

WhatsApp is a free Internet-based messaging and calling application
that helps amateur radio operators coordinate activities, share DX infor-
mation, organize events, mentor new hams, and stay connected with fellow
operators. It is platform independent meaning that it looks and operates
the same whether you are talking to iPhone users, Android users, or desktop
users.
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WhatsApp (cont.)

Why Should Amateur Radio Operators Care?

While WhatsApp is not amateur radio, it is an excellent companion
tool that helps operators coordinate activities before, during, and after
being on the air. Think of it as a modern version of the telephone tree
that many clubs used years ago.

One of the features that I use quite a bit is the ability to set up a
Group. The group contains a specified set of users that can communicate
amongst themselves. Groups that I currently have are SWODXA,
SWODXA_Officers, TCDXA, TCDXA_Editors, and 3YOK_Pilots.

What are some practical Uses for Hams?
1. DX Spotting and Alerts

A club’'s WhatsApp group can quickly notify members when a rare DX
station appears. Example: "5W1SA Samoa is on 17M CW working NA now!"

Within seconds, everyone in the group sees the alert. This can be es-
pecially useful when members are away from their radio stations and need
quick notification on their phones. Hamalert and DXLab can perform this
function also but its use varies across platforms.

2. Contest Team Coordination

Multi-operator contest stations can use WhatsApp to:

* Coordinate operator schedules

* Share propagation observations

* Alert team members to equipment issues

* Communicate if Internet-based logging services fail

Example: "20 meters just opened to Europe. Move an operator there.”

3. Club Communications
Local clubs can create a WhatsApp group for:
* Meeting reminders

* Event announcements
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WhatsApp (cont.)

+ Volunteer coordination

+ Field Day planning
* VE session updates

Instead of sending dozens of emails, one message reaches everyone in-
stantly.

4. Sharing Station Photos and Technical Information
WhatsApp makes it easy to share:

* Antenna designs

* Wiring diagrams

* Equipment photos

* Software screenshots
* Repair advice

A picture of a feed-point or antenna installation often solves a
problem faster than a lengthy description.

5. Mentoring New Operators
Many clubs have mentoring groups where newcomers can ask questions such as:

* Which HF antenna should I build first?

* How do I configure FT8?
* What does this SWR reading mean?
* When is the next license class?

Experienced operators can respond immediately.
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WhatsApp (cont.)

6. Traveling and DXpeditions

Operators traveling internationally often use WhatsApp because it
works over Wi-Fi and cellular data almost anywhere in the world. This makes
it useful for:

* Coordinating with DXpedition teams

* Pilots are now using WhatsApp to communicate between the pilot group
and the DXpedition

* Communicating with hosts and local operators

* Sharing operating schedules

*

Posting station updates

Benefits for our Club
Fast - Messages arrive instantly.
Simple - Most members already know how to use smartphone apps.

Group-Oriented - Perfect for clubs, contest teams, emergency groups, and
Field Day committees.

Multimedia - Photos, videos, maps, and documents can be shared easily.

It is a free app, but, like any sharing app or tool, it must be used
correctly. Below are some WhatsApp Safety Tips

1. Control Who Can See Your Information— Review your privacy settings regu-
larly. Limit who can see your profile photo, status, and last-seen infor-
mation. Be cautious about sharing your phone number in large public groups.

2. Verify New Contacts— Be careful when receiving messages from unknown in-
dividuals claiming to be hams. Confirm identities through known club mem-
bers, QRZ, or established amateur radio contacts before sharing personal
information.

3. Be Careful with Group Invitations - Join only trusted club, emergency
communications, or contest groups. Remember that everyone in a WhatsApp
group can typically see other members’ phone numbers.
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4. Think Before Sharing Location Information - Avoid posting your home ad-
dress or exact station location in public groups. When sharing portable op-
erating locations, use discretion if equipment security may be a concern.

5. Protect Your Account - Enable two-step verification. Use a strong de-
vice passcode, PIN, or biometric authentication. Keep your phone and apps
updated.

6. Be Careful with Shared Documents and Files - Scan downloaded files when
possible. Open only files from trusted operators and organizations. Be par-
ticularly cautious with executable files and unfamiliar attachents.

7. Respect Club Rules - Keep discussions relevant to the group’'s purpose.
Avoid excessive off-topic traffic during emergencies, Field Day, contests,
or public service events. Remember that written messages can be forwarded
and shared.

8. Use Good Operating Etiquette— Just as amateur radio has operating prac-
tices and courtesy, WhatsApp groups benefit from:

«» Clear, concise messages

* Avoiding unnecessary message floods

+ Using "Reply” to main-

tain context m DXers Have
«+ Keeping alerts meaning- it A Choice m

ful and timely The Daily DX - is a text DX bulletin that can be_s_e-nt via

email to your home or office Monday through Friday, and
includes DX news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL infor-
mation, a DX Calendar, propagation forecast and much,
much more. With a subscription to The Daily DX, you will
also receive DX news flashes and other interesting DX
tidbits. Subscriptions are $49.00 for one year or $28.00
for 6 mos.

The Weekly DX - is a product of The Daily DX that can
be sent weekly to your home or office via email in the form
of a PDF (portable document format). It includes DX
news, IOTA news, QSN reports, QSL information, a DX
Calendar, propagation forecast and graphics. Subscrip-
tions are $27.00 for one year.

Get two weeks of The Daily DX or a sample of
The Weekly DX free by sending a request to
bernie@dailydx.com, or at http://www.dailydx.com/trial.htm.
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I have been working with other DX Clubs to try to address the perceived

issue with the DXCC program— it is outdated and almost impossible for a new

DXer to achieve Honor Roll. We took the best of several proposals and have
come up with a new approach to the DXCC Honor Roll program.
This will be the topic of our October meeting and I look forward to our
discussion. Thanks to NR8Z for his input!

AN UPDATED PATHTO
DXCC HONOR ROLL

A combined proposal for a fair, demanding, and attainable ARRL DXCC
recognition framework—September 2026

GOAL

The Goal of this document is to establish a rolling Workable Entities List, calculate
Honor Roll qualification from that list, and recognize contacts with currently re-
stricted entities through a separate Bonus Entities endorsement. This preserves the
prestige of Honor Roll while ensuring that qualification reflects entities operators
can realistically work.

Developed by combining concepts from proposals by Don Inbody, ADOK; an anonymous
amateur operator, and John Poindexter, W3ML.
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DXCC Honor Roll (cont.)

1. Purpose

The DXCC Honor Roll should remain one of amateur radio’s most respected oper-
ating achievements. Its standard should be exceptionally difficult, reward persistence and
skill, and encourage operators to improve their stations and operating practices. At the
same time, the standard should be attainable through present-day amateur radio activity
rather than depend heavily on access to entities that have been unavailable for many years.

This proposal combines three complementary ideas into one practical framework:

« Use recent confirmed activity to identify which DXCC entities are currently workable.
« Base the Honor Roll qualification threshold on that dynamic list rather than on every
current entity.

« Classify politically, environmentally, or otherwise inaccessible entities as bonus
achievements until they again become workable.

2. The Challenge

The January 2026 DXCC list cited in the source material contains 340 current enti-
ties, with Honor Roll qualification described as 331 entities. The same source identifies a
group of entities with no realistic near-term path to activation because of licensing re-
strictions, political conditions, contested access, environmental controls, or similar barri-

C1S.

Metric Hlustrative fig- Meaning

All current entities in the cited

Current entity total 340 ey 2026 et

An operator may miss no more

Honor Roll threshold 331 ) "
than nine entities.

The cited analysis argues that
About 328 multiple entities are not realisti-
cally available.

Estimated reachable ceil-
ing

A newer operator could work eve-
Result Structural gap ry reasonably available entity and
still fall short.
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[llustrative restricted or long-silent entities named in the source proposals include
North Korea, Turkmenistan, Scarborough Reef, Pratas Island, Johnston Island, Midway
Island, Kure Island, Navassa Island, Syria, Sudan, Afghanistan, and Myanmar. The status
of any entity should be determined through an objective and regularly reviewed process,
not by a permanent list in this proposal.

3. Proposed Framework

3.1 Create a Rolling Workable Entities List

ARRL should maintain an official “Workable Entities List” consisting of current
DXCC entities for which one or more confirmed amateur radio contacts have been record-
ed during a defined rolling period. An eleven-year window provides a clear starting point
from the submitted proposals, while allowing the DX Advisory Committee to select a dif-
ferent period if evidence supports it.

1. An entity enters or remains on the Workable Entities List when a confirmed QSO is
recorded within the rolling review window.

2. An entity that has no confirmed QSOs during the window moves to Bonus Entity sta-
tus for Honor Roll calculation purposes.

3. A Bonus Entity automatically returns to the Workable Entities List after a qualifying
activation and confirmed QSO activity.

4. ARRL publishes the list, the effective date, the review window, and the next scheduled
update so the standard is transparent and trackable.

3.2 Calculate Honor Roll from Workable Entities

Honor Roll qualification should be based on the number of entities on the Workable
Entities List. This directly ties the award to what an operator can accomplish at the radio
under contemporary conditions.
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Recommended rule Application

Set the requirement at the numerical top ten of the
Workable Entities List, preserving the existing concept
while removing currently unworkable entities from the
denominator.

Dynamic method

Publish the exact qualifying number whenever the

SULLEL LA Workable Entities List is updated.

Existing Honor Roll members retain their recognition

No loss of status and previously accepted DXCC credits.

3.3 Establish Bonus Entity Recognition

Entities removed from the Workable Entities List would remain valid DXCC enti-
ties and credits but would not be required for Honor Roll qualification while unavailable.
They would be designated “Bonus Entities.”

o Operators who have confirmed one or more Bonus Entities receive a Bonus Entities
endorsement on the Honor Roll certificate or award record.

o ARRL may offer tiered endorsements based on the number of Bonus Entities con-
firmed, without changing the operator’s core Honor Roll status.

« This approach recognizes rare historical accomplishments while avoiding a permanent
barrier for operators who did not have an opportunity to work those entities.

o The concept follows the source proposal’s comparison to additional-band endorse-
ments associated with Five Band DXCC.

3.4 Add a Current-Conditions Leaderboard

ARRL could publish an optional leaderboard showing operators confirmed totals
against the current Workable Entities List. The leaderboard would be supplemental recog-
nition, not a replacement for the formal Honor Roll. It would keep the program dynamic,
visible, and engaging while helping operators understand their progress under current con-
ditions.
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4. Governance and Safeguards

To preserve confidence in the award, the framework should include clear gov-
ernance rules:

« Objective evidence: use confirmed QSO records and established DXCC validation
practices to determine recent activity.

o Published cadence: review and publish the Workable and Bonus Entity lists on a pre-
dictable schedule.

« Automatic status changes: avoid case-by-case favoritism by applying the same rolling-
window rule to every entity.

« Transition protection: preserve existing Honor Roll status, DXCC credits, and histori-
cal accomplishments.

o Appeal and correction process: permit documented corrections when activity or confir-
mation data is incomplete.

o Periodic policy review: evaluate whether the rolling window and qualification formula
continue to support a demanding but attainable award.

5. Benefits

Benefit Result

Qualification reflects entities that opera-
Fairness tors have a genuine opportunity to con-
tact.

The standard remains exceptionally diffi-
Prestige cult and continues to reward long-term
dedication.

Rare contacts are preserved and highlight-

Historical respect ed through Bonus Entity recognition.

A published list and calculation method

T
ransparency let every operator understand the target.
- Entities move between workable and bo-
Adaptabil
daptability nus status as real-world access changes.
A current-conditions leaderboard gives
Engagement operators an additional reason to remain

active.
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DXCC Honor Roll (cont.)

6. Recommended Implementation
1. Authorize the DX Advisory Committee to define the data source, confirmation stand-
ard, and rolling review period for the Workable Entities List.

2. Publish an initial provisional Workable Entities List and invite member comment be-
fore adoption.

3. Select the final Honor Roll formula. The preferred long-term method is the numerical
top ten of workable entities.

4. Design the Bonus Entities endorsement and determine whether tiered recognition is ap-
propriate.

5. Publish the effective date, grandfathering provisions, update schedule, and correction
process.

6. Review the framework after its initial operating cycle and adjust only through a trans-
parent member-input process.

7. Requested Action

The ARRL DX Advisory Committee is respectfully requested to evaluate and
recommend a modernized DXCC Honor Roll framework built on three inte-
grated elements: a rolling Workable Entities List, a qualification threshold de-
rived from that list, and Bonus Entity recognition for currently inaccessible en-
tities.

This balanced approach protects the heritage and prestige of DXCC while restoring
a credible path to Honor Roll for current and future generations of DXers.

8. Source Concepts Combined
This document synthesizes the following submitted concepts:

« Don Inbody, ADOK, “The Gridlock at 331”: identifies the mathematical gap created by
long-unavailable entities and proposes either a lower fixed threshold or a threshold tied
to entities activated within a defined period.

« Anonymous amateur DXer: proposes a dynamic Workable Entities List based on con-
firmed QSOs during a recent rolling period, together with a leaderboard.

« John Poindexter, W3ML: proposes setting inaccessible entities aside as Bonus Entities,
retaining existing members’ status, adding endorsement recognition, and reducing the
required number to a more achievable level.

73 and good DX
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Club Contacts

Previous President,
NR8Z—Tom Inglin

nr8z(@arrl.net

President,
AJ8B—Bill Salyers

aj8b@arrl.net

Vice-President &
DX Forum Chairman

AD8FD—Brian Bathe
bbathe@willyboy.com

Treasurer WERKO—
Mike Suhar,
msuhar@woh.rr.com

DX Dinner Chairman
KC8CKW-—Mindi Jones
kc8ckw@fuse.net
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Club Contacts

Secretary
KB8KE—Ken Allen

kna.kb8ke@gmail.com

DX Grant Committee Chairman
ADSFD—Brian Bathe

bbathe@willyboy.com

DX Dinner Moderator
K4Z1LE—IJay Slough

k4zle(@vyahoo.com

DXDinner Prize Chairman
WS8MRL—Rob Lindsay
roblindsay(@gmail.com

SWODXA Station
TrusteeWSEX

KC8RP—Richard Pestinger
rpestinger@gmail.com
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SouthWest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA)
Club Fact Sheet

Who We Are: SWODXA is comprised of active DX'ers and contesters with a deep passion for all
aspects of Amateur Radio. We welcome everyone who is interested in joining our club to please
contact us. SWODXA members are active in all facets of DX and Contesting. We also travel to, and
fund various DXpeditions all over the world. SWODXA sponsors the annual DX Dinner held on the
Friday evening of Hamvention weekend in Dayton, Ohio. In addition, SWODXA members moderate
the Hamvention DX Forum and host the W8DXCC DX Convention. SWODXA is proud sponsor of the
prestigious D XPedition of theYear Award.

DX Donation Policy: The policy supports major DXPeditions that meet our requirements for

financial sponsorship. Details are available on the website at: https://www. swodxa.org/dxgrant-

application/ and elsewhere in this newsletter

Club History: The Southwest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA) is one of the country’s premier
amateur radio clubs. Though loosely formed in mid-1977, the club had its first formal organization-
al meeting in August of 1981 where Frank Schwob, W8OK (sk), was elected our first President.
While organized primarily as a DX club, SWODXA members are active in all aspects of our hobby.

Requirements for Membership: We welcome all hams who have an interest in DXing. It
doesn’t matter whether you’re a newcomer, or an old-timer to DXing; everyone is welcome!

Visit http: // swodxa.org/ member.htm

Meetings: The club meets on the second Thursday of each month at Marions Piazza, Mason, OH,
and virtually via ZOOM. Members gather early in the private room for dinner and then a short
business agenda at 6:30 PM, followed by a program. If you enjoy a night out on the town with
friends, you’ll enjoy this get together. Meeting attendance is NOT a requirement for membership.

Club Officers: Four presiding officers and the past president (or past VP) make up the Board of
Directors The current roster of officers are: Past President Tom Inglin, NR8Z, President Bill Saly-
ers, AJ8B; Vice President Brian Bathe, ADSFD, ; Secretary Ken Allen, KBSKE, and Treasurer Mike
Suhar, W8RKO.

Website: We maintain websites at www.swodxa.org and www.swodxaevents.org managed by Bill,

AJ8B.These sites provide information about a variety of subjects related to the club and DXing.
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SouthWest Ohio DX Association (SWODXA)
DX Donation Policy

The mission of SWODXA is to support DXing and major DXpeditions by providing
funding. A funding request from the organizers of a planned DXPedition should be directed
to the DX committee by filling out an online funding request.
(https://www.swodxa.org/dx-grant-application/ )

The DX Grant committee will determine how well the DXPedition plans meet key
considerations (see below). If the DX Grant committee recommends supporting the DXPe-
dition in question, a recommended funding amount is determined based on the criteria be-
low. The chairman of the committee will make a recommendation at the general meeting on

the donation.

Factors Affecting a DXPedition Funding Request Approval

DXPedition destination Website with logos of club
sponsors
Ranking on the Clublog Most Wanted QSLs with logos of club sponsors
Survey
Online logs and pilot stations Logistics and transportation costs
Number of operators and their cre- Number of stations on the air
dentials
LoTW log submissions Bands, modes and duration of
operation
H40GC H44GC Z19HR XX9D HKONA FT4TA
KH1/KH7Z EP2A FT5ZM C21GC VKIWA NHSS
K4M CY9C VK9IMA PTOS FT4JA YJoX
6060 VP6D TO4E XROZR VPS8STI VP8SGI
WI1AW/KHS KIN 3D2C VKOEK S21ZBB E30FB
STORY TI9/3Z9DX VK9MT K5P 9U4M TX3X
VU7AB 3Y0Z 3COL TX7EU CEOZ 3CI1L
TI9A 3D2CR 3B7A K9w VU7RI 6070
C21WW CE0Z T30GC T30L D68CCC WSKKF/WP5
K5D 3Y0] T33A 3Y0] CY9C
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